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	Searching for Birth Parents or Adopted Children: Finding without Seeking in Romance Novels
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		Abstract

		

		Using concepts from Catherine Sheldrick Ross’s “Finding without Seeking: The Information Encounter in the Context of Reading for Pleasure,” a convenience sample of 129 romance novels about secret babies is examined to determine what information is imparted about the processes by which adoptees and birth parents search for each other.


		

		

	
	
				
			
		Full Text:

									HTML
											PDF
														

	
			
		References

		

		
							Carol J. Stephenson, “The Anatomy of the Secret Baby,” Florida Romance Writers (archived newsletters) (1999), http://www.smedelstein.com/creative/frw/anatomy1.htm.

							Tori Benson, “Package Deals: The Appeal of Ready-Made Families in Romance,” Heroes and Heartbreakers (blog), September 2012, http://www.heroesandheartbreakers.com/blogs/2012/09/package-deals-the-appeal-of-ready-made-families-in-romance.

							Emilie Richards, All Those Years Ago (New York: Silhouette Books, 1991).

							David Elsweiler, Max L. Wilson, and Brian Kirkegaard Lunn, “Understanding Casual-Leisure Information Behaviour,” in New Directions in Information Behaviour, Library and Information Science, Volume 1, ed. Amanda Spink and Jannica Heinström (Bingley, West Yorkshire, UK: Emerald Group, 2011): 211–41.

							Jarkko Kari and Jenna Hartel, “Information and Higher Things in Life: Addressing the Pleasurable and the Profound in Information Science,” Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology 58, no. 8 (2007): 1141–47.

							Catherine Sheldrick Ross, “A Model for the Process of Choosing a Book for Pleasure” (Handout) Public Library Association Spring Symposium, Chicago, 1999.

							Kamy Ooi and Chern Li Liew, “Selecting Fiction as Part of Everyday Life Information-Seeking,” Journal of Documentation 67, no. 5 (2012): 748–72.

							Joyce G. Saricks, Readers’ Advisory Service in the Public Library, 3rd ed. (Chicago: American Library Association, 2005).

							The Secret Language of Books: A Guide to Appeal (Durham, NC: NoveList, 2017), https://www.ebscohost.com/uploads/novelist/pdf/NoveList_Appeal_2017.pdf.

							Keren Dali, “From Book Appeal to Reading Appeal: Redefining the Concept of Appeal in Readers’ Advisory,” Library Quarterly 84, no. 1 (January 2014): 22–48.

							Catherine Sheldrick Ross, “Finding without Seeking: The Information Encounter in the Context of Reading for Pleasure,” Information Processing and Management 35 (1999): 783–99.

							Marianne Novy, Reading Adoption: Family and Difference in Fiction and Drama (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005).

							Margaret Homans, Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives and Human Possibility (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2013).

							Pamela Regis, A Natural History of the Romance Novel (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003), 9–16.

							A. Dana Ménard, “Note from the Field: Reflecting on Romance Novel Research: Past, Present and Future,” Journal of Popular Romance Studies 3, no. 2 (June 14, 2013), http://jprstudies.org/2013/06/note-from-the-field-reflecting-on-romance-novel-research-past-present-and-future-by-a-dana-menard/.

							Ann Barr Snitow, “Mass Market Romance: Pornography for Women Is Different,” Radical History Review, no. 20 (Spring/Summer 1979): 142–43.

							Janice Radway, Reading the Romance (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1991), 209.

							Jayne Ann Krentz, ed., Dangerous Men and Adventurous Women: Romance Writers on the Appeal of the Romance (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 1992), 7–8.

							Linda J. Lee, “Guilty Pleasures: Reading Romance Novels as Reworked Fairy Tales,” Marvels and Tales 2, no. 1 (2008): 52–56.

							Janet Carsten, “Knowing Where You’ve Come From: Ruptures and Continuities of Time and Kinship in Narratives of Adoption Reunions,” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 6, no. 4 (2000): 687–703.

							Evelyn Robinson, Adoption Reunion: Ecstasy or Agony? (Christies Beach, South Australia: Clova Publications, 2009).

							Jayne Schooler, Searching for a Past: The Adopted Adult’s Unique Process of Finding Identity (Colorado Springs: Pinon Press, 1995).

							Susan Dominus, “Adoption, Reunion, Connection,” Big City, New York Times, August 6, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/07/nyregion/07bigcity.html.

							Denise Roessle, Second-Chance Mother: A Memoir (Tsu T’ina, Canada: Red Willow, 2011).

							Steve Pemberton, A Chance in the World (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012).

							Ellen Herman, “Adoption Narratives,” The Adoption History Project, Department of History, University of Oregon, last updated February 24, 2012, http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~adoption/topics/adoptionnarratives.htm.

							Joan Johnston, Sisters Found (Don Mills, Ontario: Mira, 2002).

							“Category Romance,” RomanceWiki, last modified January 3, 2012, 20:51, http://www.romancewiki.com/Category_Romance.

							Jennifer Greene, Born in My Heart (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2007).

							Robin Lee Hatcher, First Born (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2002).

							Tara Taylor Quinn, Sara’s Son (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2007); Radway, Reading the Romance, 74.

							Margaret Daley, A Daughter for Christmas (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2010).

							Leandra Logan, Happy Birthday, Baby (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 1994).

							Terese Ramin, Her Guardian Agent (New York: Silhouette, 2001).

							Kathleen Creighton, One More Knight (New York: Silhouette, 1998).

							Christine Flynn, A Father’s Wish (New York: Silhouette, 1995).

							Rebecca Daniels, Father Figure (New York: Silhouette, 1996).

							Susan Wiggs, Home Before Dark (Don Mills, Ontario: Mira, 2003).

							Nora Roberts, Birthright (New York: Putnam, 2003).

							Rebecca Stratton, Lost Heritage (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 1978).

							Gina Ferris, Full of Grace (New York: Silhouette, 1993).

							Pamela Toth, The Baby Legacy (New York: Silhouette, 2000).

							Patricia Potter, Twisted Shadows (New York: Jove, 2003).

							Catherine Anderson, Without a Trace (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 1989).

							Phyllis Whitney, Woman without a Past (New York: Fawcett, 1991).

							Ruth Wind, In the Midnight Rain (New York: Harpertorch, 2000).

							Margaret Daley, A Daughter for Christmas (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2010).

							Lynn Erickson, Laurel and the Lawman (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 1994).

							Bonnie Winn, Family Found (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2001).

							Andrea Edwards, On Mother’s Day (New York: Silhouette, 1996).

							Jennifer Taylor, The Consultant’s Adopted Son (Don Mills, Ontario: Harlequin, 2006).

							LaVonne H. Stiffler, Synchronicity and Reunion: The Genetic Connection of Adoptees and Birthparents (LaVonne Stiffler, 1992).

							Susan Donaldson James, “Adoptees Who Reunite with Lost Parent Risk Genetic Sexual Attraction,” Good Morning America, May 17, 2012, https://gma.yahoo.com/adoptees-reunite-lost-parent-risk-genetic-sexual-attraction-203754464--abc-news-wellness.html.

							International Soundex Reunion Registry, http://www.isrr.org.

							Don Lucey, e-mail message to author, January 27, 2014.

							Jay Dixon, The Romance Fiction of Mills & Boon, 1909–1990s (London: UCL Press. 1999).

							Laura Vivanco, For Love and Money: The Literary Art of the Harlequin Mills & Boon Romance, Humanities-Ebooks Genre Fiction Monographs Series, edited by John Lennard (Tirril, Penrith: Humanities-Ebooks LLP, 2011).

							Joseph McAleer, Passion’s Fortune: The Story of Mills and Boon (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).

							Jennifer Greene, e-mail message to author, February 27, 2014.

							Doreen Owens Malek, “Mad, Bad and Dangerous to Know: The Hero as Challenge,” in Krentz, Dangerous Men and Adventurous Women, 74–75.

					

		

		

	
							

		

		DOI: https://doi.org/10.5860/rusq.57.4.6704																																			




Refbacks


	There are currently no refbacks.




		




ALA Privacy Policy
© 2023 RUSA











 
