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RUSQ considers for review reference books and professional materials of interest 
to reference and user services librarians. Serials and subscription titles normally 
are not reviewed unless a major change in purpose, scope, format, or audience 
has occurred. Reviews usually are three hundred to five hundred words in length. 
Views expressed are those of the reviewers and do not necessarily represent those 
of ALA. Please refer to standard directories for publishers’ addresses. 

Correspondence concerning these reviews should be addressed to “Professional 
Materials” editor Karen Antell, Public Services Librarian, Bizzell Memorial Library, 
University of Oklahoma, 401 West Brooks St., Norman, OK 73019;  
email: kantell@ou.edu.
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Affordable Course Materials: Electronic Textbooks and 
Open Educational Resources. Edited by Chris Diaz. Chi-
cago, IL: ALA, 2017. 160 p. Paper $65.00 (ISBN 978-0-
8389-1580-6).

Editor Chris Diaz opens this book with a boundary-
pushing question: “What if I just bought all the textbooks?” 
The case studies that follow begin with other daring ques-
tions, all searching for an answer to the question of how to 
reduce student costs through affordable course materials. 
The nine case studies in the book represent universities from 
across the United States and a global campus (New York 
University at Shanghai). Each case study presents a different 
approach to providing affordable course materials, based on 
the campus context and student needs. Despite the differ-
ences, however, this edited volume makes it quite clear that 
affordability efforts can benefit greatly when they borrow 
insights from the models in place at other institutions. This 
is illustrated especially well in the University of Southern 
Mississippi’s Open Textbook Initiative, adapted from a pro-
gram at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst (Josh 
Cromwell, chapter 7). Other efforts, like that at Louisiana 
State University Libraries, included reviews and shifts in 
long-standing collection-development practices and policies 
(Alice Daugherty and Emily Frank, chapter 4). Perhaps most 
notable throughout this collection is the variety of types of 
librarians working on course material projects, further proof 
that affordability is truly a library-wide initiative. Affordable 
Course Materials is a perfect quick view into the evolving 
world of university and library efforts to keep student costs 
down and educational quality up. Readers will be left asking 
themselves a new batch of “what if” questions that can only 
lead to more innovation.—Emma Molls, Publishing Services 
Librarian, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

The Collection All Around: Sharing Our Cities, Towns, 
and Natural Places. By Jeffrey T. Davis. Chicago, IL: ALA, 
2017. 152 p. Paper $57.00 (ISBN 978-0-8389-1505-9).

This book is not intended to be a guide to creating out-
reach opportunities, nor to bringing experiences into the 
library. Instead, it is an attempt to bring awareness to creat-
ing shared access between libraries and their communities. 
Davis creates a strong argument that public libraries are not 
just isolated spaces but rather a well-integrated part of any 
community. As such, libraries have the unique opportunity 
and skill set to foster shared access to resources outside the 
library that patrons may not otherwise be aware of or capable 
of accessing for various reasons, including socioeconomic 
and physical access difficulties. Davis defines improving 
this access as an effort that combines outreach, customer 
service, event management, collection development, and 
acquisitions. This in turn raises the library’s visibility in 
the community, along with that of its community partners.

The author has divided the book into several chapters 
based on different ways that libraries can provide shared ac-
cess within the community. Each of these chapters outlines 
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