globalization has been with us since complex ancient societ-
ies first developed. In her introduction, Hodos discusses the
idea of globalization, and defines it as “processes of increas-
ing connectivities that unfold and manifest as social aware-
ness of those connectivities” (4). Globalization, therefore, is
not necessarily modern, Western, or a homogenization of
cultures, but instead is a “development of shared practices
and values that contribute to the idea of the world as one
place, while recognizing cultural and other differences” (5).
Hodos and her contributors argue that globalization theory,
therefore, partnered with material culture studies, can be
used to discuss and better understand connections between
people and cultures in the past as well as the present.

Unlike many “handbooks,” this volume is not linear in
timeframe nor is it a synopsis of scholarship. Instead, schol-
ars studying various cultures are geographically divided into
continental areas, and each article discusses a particular
case study of globalization within a particular culture. Most
articles address cultures of the past, such as the Olmec of
Mesoamerica or Iron Age Asian societies, but some focus
on more modern phenomena such as cell phone use in Af-
rica. Five introductory chapters discuss basic theory and
definitions, and a final chapter summarizes the evidence
and makes the case for globalization as an ongoing process
from the Bronze Age forward. The end result is a resource
that is wide-reaching and thoughtful in its discussion of
how societies and individuals both adapted and redefined
their culture due to globalization processes, and how they
maintained their own unique identities within the “complex
connectivities” that resulted from it.

This resource is highly recommended for any library
supporting an anthropology, archaeology, world history,
or sociology program, and is most useful for upper level
undergraduates, graduate students, and scholars.—Amanda
K. Sprochi, Cataloger, The University of Missouri, Columbia,
Missouri

The Spanish Empire: A Historical Encyclopedia. Edited
by H. Michael Tarver and Emily Slape. Santa Barbara,
CA: ABC-CLIO, 2016. 2 vols. Acid free $198 (ISBN 978-1-
61069-421-6). E-book available (978-1-61069-422-3) call
for pricing.

Although a small, fractured kingdom during the fifteenth
century, Spain’s interest in exploration and expanding re-
sources led to a more unified kingdom and later the largest
Empire in the world. This early history has shaped the world
significantly. The exchange of foods, animals, and natural
resources throughout the world, the introduction of diseases
to new territories, and the blending of indigenous and Euro-
pean cultures continues to shape our world in unique ways.

The Spanish Empire is both its own work and part of the
Empires of the World series which looks at influential empires
that have defined history. While other works have addressed
the Spanish Empire, this one balances the variety and larger
scope of James Olson’s Historical Dictionary of the Spanish
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Empire (Greenwood, 1991) with the longer, more detailed
entries of Merriman’s Rise of the Spanish Empire (MacMillan
1925) while updating key issues and concepts.

Also, in contrast to the traditional alphabetical format
of Olson or the chronological format of Merriman, this set
is organized into seven areas of significance: Government
and Politics; Organization and Administration; Individuals,
Groups and Organizations; Key Events; Military; Objects and
Artifacts; and Key Places for more integrated research stud-
ies. Each category includes an overview essay that provides
a summary of key issues and ideas covered, and the glossary
at the end of the second volume clarifies key terms.

While using a topical focus could detract from the histori-
cal understanding, the early timeline and the chronological
organization of more than thirty primary documents provide
a structure for placing the various sections and ideas within
the historical context. Furthermore, cross-referencing at the
end of entries provides connections to additional internal
resources while “further reading” guides the researcher to
additional resources. Also, the selected bibliography offers
important works for research based on geographical regions,
and the extensive indexing allows research on topics that
Cross various sections.

Following each section introduction, several entries are
presented in alphabetical order. These individual entries are
about two to three pages long with strong overviews and
insights from a variety of specialists and scholars. The ad-
dition of black and white photos and illustrations provides
both information and visual appeal to the overall layout, and
inset boxes add further specifics on key ideas, people, and
locations related to the section texts.

Overall, while students can find resources that discuss
the Spanish Empire and its various impacts around the
world, few resources can provide the same currency of in-
formation and scope of time, depth of content, and broad
geography with the primary and secondary resources com-
bined in this two volume work. Therefore, this set would
be an asset to larger public libraries as well as high schools,
community colleges, and undergraduate programs that in-
clude coursework in Spanish history, colonialism, or Latin
American studies.—Donna Church, Reference Librarian, Web-
ster University, St. Louis, Missouri

The State and Federal Courts: A Complete Guide to His-
tory, Powers, and Controversy. Edited by Christopher P.
Banks. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2017. 513 pages.
Acid free $105 (ISBN 978-1-4408-4145-3). E-book available
(978-1-4408-4146-0), call for pricing.

This volume provides a very matter-of-fact overview of
the American judiciary system at both the state and federal
level. The first half is comprised of three “regular” book
chapters covering the history and structure and fundamen-
tal roles, functions, and powers of the courts—not exactly
quick reference material, but these considerable reads could
actually make for suitable course material for an American
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Government class (high school or undergraduate level).

The entire second half is comprised of chapter 4 where
the real “referencey” section begins. It is here where the many
issues and controversies surrounding the judicial branch
are discussed. It is not a chronology of events or rulings,
but rather a compendium of some of the more complex and
often controversial aspects of the courts, giving examples for
each. Topics here include: “Judicial Review” “Public Access
to Courts,” “Judicial Campaigns and the First Amendment,”
and “The Role of the American Bar Association.” The final
section of the chapter gives a rundown of the most polar-
izing issues that the courts have dealt with over the years.
Included here are all the “hot topics” one would expect, such
as: “Same-Sex Marriage,” “Religious Freedom,” “Gun Own-
ership,” “Capital Punishment,” “Abortion Restrictions,” etc.
The currency is evident throughout, with examples drawn
from cases as recent as 2016, and by the inclusion of “The
Affordable Care Act” as one of the topics discussed. The
“Further Readings” also include some very recent articles
and reports along with seminal work. Back matter includes
a “Glossary of Concepts, Laws, and People” and an “Anno-
tated Bibliography.”

While there are many other reference works dealing with
some aspect of the US courts, most often the Supreme Court,
none are quite like this in its organization and content. I
guess you could say that it is without “precedent,” primar-
ily for its treatment of the state courts. For broader coverage
of “landmark cases” at the national level, T would suggest
either Supreme Court Drama: Cases That Changed America,
2nd ed (Gale, 2011) or Landmark decisions of the United States
Supreme Court (CQ Press, 2008), although both already suffer
slightly from datedness. Other somewhat comparable refer-
ence works include Guide to the U.S. Supreme Court (CQ Press,
2010) and Encyclopedia of the Supreme Court of the United States
(Gale, 2008), but again, these do not cover the state courts.

Overall, I would say that this book would make a nice ad-
dition to any high school or undergraduate library, especially
if on a tight budget and in need of a concise single volume
to fill a subject gap in the collection. Admittedly, one could
achieve a pretty good grasp of the subject matter contained
here in various places around the free web, but as a single
stop location for introductory and supplemental material
on everything “American courts,” this book does deliver the
goods.—Todd ]. Wiebe, Head of Research and Instruction, Van
Wylen Library, Hope College, Holland, Michigan

We Did What?!: Offensive and Inappropriate Behavior in
American History. Edited by Timothy B. Jay. Santa Barbara,
CA: Greenwood, 2016. 458 pages. Acid free $89 (ISBN 978-
1-4408-3772-2). E-book available (978-1-4408-3773-9),
call for pricing.

We Did What?!: Offensive and Inappropriate Behavior in
American History is a work that thoroughly covers topics in
American history and culture that have at some point been
a source of frustration or contention. Although there are
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only approximately 150 entries that are between 500 and
1,000 words, the entries are organized alphabetically, well
researched, and provide balanced coverage of each topic. It
is intended for use by a variety of researchers, but would be
best suited as introduction for students in history or social
sciences.

To use this volume, it is important to understand how the
editors defined “offensive” and “inappropriate.” They essen-
tially defined it using two standards. First it is anything that
causes “anger, frustration, resentment, displeasure, or they
affront us” (xiii), but for it to meet the criteria of this work, it
must also defy the cultural standards of the period that it was
considered offensive. Students from a variety of disciplines
would consider this a valuable tool when beginning their
research because Jay has done an excellent job of balancing
the factual information with the more interesting analysis
of how these behaviors and the response they elicited have
shaped our modern behavior. An example of this treatment
can be seen in the entry for Slavery. Jay begins the section by
providing historical context of the beginnings of slavery in
the United States and continues by outlining the path from
the abolishment of slavery all the way to Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka. He ends the section by discussing how
we are still fighting to eliminate the symbols of slavery in the
United States by discussing hate crimes and the decisions to
remove confederate flags from state facilities.

Although this volume is interesting and provides objec-
tive and thoughtful entries, it is not the only volume that cov-
ers this type of topic. However, it is difficult to compare this
volume to them because the tone of this volume is academic
rather than comedic and the format is encyclopedic. Overall,
this work is an easy to use reference resource that provides
an interesting perspective on offensive incidents in history
and provides discussion on how these events still influence
the present. Because this volume is relatively inexpensive
and the topic has not been heavily covered in recent publica-
tions, I would recommend this work for community colleges
and smaller universities with relevant majors.—Marissa Ell-
ermann, Head of Circulation Services Librarian, Morris Library,
Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

Women in American History: A Social, Political, and
Cultural Encyclopedia and Document Collection. Edited
by Peg A. Lamphier and Rosanne Welch. Santa Barbara,
CA: ABC-CLIO, 2017. 4 vol., 1828 p. $415 (ISBN: 978-1-
61069-602-9). E-book (978-1-61069-603-6) available, call
for pricing.

To this day, high school and college students rarely learn
about the role of women in American history, cultures, or
politics. Teachers and textbooks still focus predominantly on
the white Christian heterosexual males that continue to take
most of the credit for building the United States of America.
While it is fact that, for most of American history, only white
men could own land, vote, and serve in government, women
of all races, religions, and sexual orientations have done a
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