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to the current problems of the twenty-first century. Excerpts 
from more than fifty different significant documents appear, 
in roughly chronological order. The scope covers more than 
just endangered animals and plants, with related discussions 
on such items as water rights, utilitarianism, outdoor recre-
ation, and climate change. Each chapter consists of the rel-
evant sections of an essential document in the development 
of endangered species policy. Quotations from essays, actual 
congressional bills, speeches to Congress, executive orders 
and Supreme Court cases are among the featured items. Not 
all are easy to understand, especially the court cases, with 
their many case references. Each quoted item is followed by 
a one-page analysis explaining why the selection is consid-
ered noteworthy, as well as a brief list of further reading. 
Occasional “Did You Know” sidebars, briefly summarizing 
a particular problem that pertains to the subject of the chap-
ter, provide clarifying information and/or examples. A small 
number of unindexed black and white illustrations seem to 
have been added as an afterthought, almost at random.

The first part examines early American ideas about con-
servation and wildlife extermination, up to approximately 
1900, with the last selection covering Theodore Roosevelt 
and the conservation movement. The next discusses species 
protection from 1916 to 1970, with sections on Rachel Car-
son’s Silent Spring, and the Wilderness Act of 1964. The third 
section, covering 1970–81, describes aturning point in the 
way endangered species were treated, this section highlights 
many cases, such as the protection of marine mammals, and 
the Clean Water Act. The following chapter provides selected 
“flashpoints” since 1981, such as spotted owls, gray wolves, 
and old growth forests.

The last two parts cover important international docu-
ments that address species lost around the world, and then 
new laws and problems of the current century. A compre-
hensive bibliography and index provide ease of use, as well 
as a reader’s guide to related documents and sidebars. The 
introductory essay gives a comprehensive overview of the 
problem.

A badly chosen cover illustration misleads, as 90 percent 
of the book discusses American responses to endangered 
species, while the cover depicts African elephant tusks in 
Zambia, which subject appeared only in a short sidebar.

Recommended for undergraduate college libraries, suit-
able for high school libraries also but the high price may be 
a deterrent.—Marion S. Muskiewicz, Science Librarian Emerita, 
University of Massachusetts Lowell

Explorers of the American West: Mapping the World 
through Primary Documents. By Jay H. Buckley and Jef-
frey D. Nokes. Mapping the World through Primary Docu-
ments. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2016. 321 pages. 
Acid free $100 (ISBN 978-1-61069-731-6). E-book available 
(978-1-61069-732-3), call for pricing.

Buckley and Nokes have brought together a thought-
ful selection of primary sources from the early explorers of 

in the “Preface” that this three-volume work “is intended to 
fill a gap in current reference works. It meets the need for 
a standard reference work on Greek and Roman military 
history and related institutions that is accessible to nonspe-
cialists” (xxiii). Just what criteria the editors used in fram-
ing this statement is unknown; however, a literature search 
reveals many well-regarded titles covering this subject mat-
ter. From the topic-specific, such as John Warry’s Warfare 
in the Classical World: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Weapons, 
Warriors, and Warfare in the Ancient Civilizations of Greece and 
Rome (University of Oklahoma Press 1995) to the more gen-
eral, such as the venerable Oxford Classical Dictionary (Oxford 
University Press 2012), now in its fourth edition, there is 
certainly no shortage of print reference materials concerning 
warfare during the time of the Greek and Roman empires.

Be that as it may, the current work under review is well 
researched, clearly written, and designed for a wide audi-
ence, including senior high school/undergraduate college 
students and inquiring literate adults who wish to know 
more regarding this subject. As the subtitle suggests, there 
is more between these covers than a mere description of 
battles. Entries on “alcohol,” “bribery and corruption,” “coin-
age,” “diplomacy,” and many other ideas, issues, and influ-
ences that helped to shape armed conflict may be found here. 
The text is supplemented with black and white illustrations 
of arms, armor, battle sites, fortifications, and so on. As ex-
pected, entries are alphabetically arranged. Unexpected is 
the fact that the work is composed of two halves. All of vol-
ume 1 and the first half of volume 2 is dedicated to conflict 
in ancient Greece, with the remainder of the work devoted to 
conflict in ancient Rome. For those researchers concentrat-
ing on just one aspect of classical warfare, this eliminates a 
lot of unnecessary page flipping. Special features include a 
chronology, bibliography, maps, glossary, excerpts from pri-
mary documents, and a selection of quotations from those 
who did the fighting.

To keep this review to a reasonable length, it will suffice 
to say that all of the editors are well versed in their respective 
fields of classical studies and ancient military history. The 
contributors that wrote the individual articles are academics 
and independent scholars.

It is the considered opinion of this reviewer that Conflict 
in Ancient Greece and Rome would be an appropriate pur-
chase for all public and academic libraries, especially those 
of the latter with a curriculum supporting classical studies 
or military history.—Michael F. Bemis, Independent Reference 
Book Reviewer

Endangered Species: A Documentary and Reference Guide. 
By Edward P. Weber. Documentary and Reference Guides. 
Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2016. 370 pages. Acid free 
$108 (ISBN 978-1-4408-3656-5). E-book available (978-1-
4408-3657-2), call for pricing.

This volume details the important items in the develop-
ment of the concept of endangered species, from John Locke 
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Fashion Fads through American History: Fitting Clothes 
into Context. By Jennifer Grayer Moore. Santa Barbara, CA: 
Greenwood, 2015. 325 pages. Acid free $89 (ISBN 978-1-
61069-901-3). E-book available (978-1-61069-902-0), call 
for pricing.

Many works have explored the history of dress and its 
significance in larger cultural movements, such as the de-
tailed overviews of clothing customs addressed in Clothing 
through American History edited by Amy T. Peterson and Amy 
T. Kellogg (Greenwood 2008) or the insightful works of Val-
erie Steele including the Berg Companion to Fashion (Oxford 
2010) and Fifty Years of Fashion (Yale 2000). However, most 
of these works look at the seminal movements and most en-
during fashion statements while this volume addresses the 
more ephemeral but still significant fads in fashion culture.

Moore offers nine common threads that appear in vari-
ous times frames, including foreign influences, media in-
fluences, technology, repurposing, and statement fads, that 
she then places in chronology. Each grouping provides an 
introduction to the overarching theme and insight into both 
the context of individual trends and subsequent reinventions 
in later decades, presented in chronological order. For ex-
ample, purple shirts in the mid-nineteenth century parallel 
arcade watches of the 1980s or cell phone purses at the turn 
of the twenty-first century as responses to technological ad-
vances. This use of both theme and chronology allows for 
cross-referencing a period while also presenting key trends.

Some of the items are more mainstream while others are 
more related to subcultures. The focus on these more pass-
ing fads does fill a gap, with many items such as the Rachel 
haircut and leg warmers showing the impacts of media cul-
ture on fashion, but some of the more obscure trends, such 
as grills, could use a bit more context into the subculture as 
well as the transition into some mainstream aspects. Also, 
while many of the sections explore the evolution of the fads, 
such as the Keep Calm t-shirt that ultimately became a 
gag, other sections could but don’t fully develop the trend’s 
impacts, such as the Livestrong bracelet which opened up 
a whole trend of social advocacy. Finally, the photographs 
throughout the book show the various items, though the 
reliance solely on black and white doesn’t provide as much 
insight as color photos would.

While no single volume can fully explore the interac-
tions of society and clothing choices, this volume does meet 
its purpose “to document fashions that are typically over-
looked” (ix) and to demonstrate their cultural relevancy as 
commentary against more mainstream trends or as part of a 
subculture. Because of its broad overview and unique per-
spectives, this volume would be relevant in a wide range of 
cultural and sociological studies as both a starting point as 
well as niche focus in gaining a fuller understanding of the 
nuances within fashion trends.—Donna Church, Reference 
Librarian, Webster University Library, St. Louis, Missouri

the American West, organized around famous expeditions 
of explorers such as Lewis and Clark, Stephen Long, and 
John Wesley Powell. Each chapter includes a biography of 
the explorer featured in the chapter, and approximately ten 
selected excerpts of primary sources that usually run a page 
or two in length. Each excerpt has an introductory paragraph 
that provides historical context for the excerpt, and a few 
paragraphs of analysis that go beyond summarization and 
point toward the historical significance of the primary texts.

The work includes one female source in Susan Shelby Ma-
goffin and one African American source that is also sensitive 
to American Indian perspectives in James P. Beckwourth. 
This is an appreciable attempt at an element of diversity in a 
historical arena that includes mostly white men: expedition 
leaders of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The work includes a useful, selected chronology of the 
exploration of the West that runs from the foundation of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1670 to the death of John Wesley 
Powell in 1902. It also includes a thorough index of entries 
that are mostly historical people, American Indian tribes, 
geographic formations and locations, historical professions, 
events such as battles, wild and domestic animals and plants, 
and a few other entries.

The real value of this work is as a teaching tool. The 
primary sources are selected to be interesting and readable. 
Taken together they paint a picture of a time when the very 
little was known about the interior of the continent to those 
back east. They serve to educate and to pique curiosity.

The analytical paragraphs conscientiously teach about 
the processes of responsible historical research, using the 
primary texts to illustrate these. In particular, they commu-
nicate the importance of context and provide examples of 
ways in which historians make use of primary texts. They 
do so in a way that is neither condescending nor detached.

One could easily imagine a ten-week course using this 
work as its text book, that introduces this interesting period 
in American history while also teaching about the respon-
sible use of primary sources in historical research.

One could imagine reading this book cover-to-cover 
with great interest, studying this work as a text book, or 
browsing the work in a leisurely fashion. It is accessible to 
all these pursuits.

Compared to Sara Pendergast’s Westward Expansion: 
Primary Sources (UXL 2000), Buckley and Nokes’s work is 
geared toward a slightly more advanced reader, as Pender-
gast’s work is for an adolescent audience. Explorers of the 
American West is more appropriate for lower division under-
graduate students or advanced secondary students.

This attractive and convenient hardcover volume would 
be appropriate for a reference collection, a browsing col-
lection, or among textbooks.—Steven R. Edscorn, Executive 
Director of Libraries, Northeastern State University, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma


