Food and Drink in America confesses he is a junk food lover.
While he claims his consumption of fast food has declined
from his youth, his fascination with the topic has not, hence
his continued interest in producing reference works on the
subject. The preface states that “this encyclopedia is intended
to be the primary balanced source for information about fast
food and junk food”(xxxii).

Instead of a table of contents, there is a List of Entries but
no page numbers are included. There is also a Topical List of
Entries that includes such topics as Bakery Goods; Beverages;
Candy; Fast Food; Health and Nutrition; Ice Cream; Restau-
rants and Drive-Ins; and Salty and Other Non Candy Snacks.

The articles are arranged alphabetically and range in
length from a few paragraphs to several pages. All articles
end with a listing of Further Readings. The listing of readings
includes articles, books, and websites. There are “see also”
references. For example, under Corn, the “see also” includes
Beef Jerky, Bugles; Corn Dogs; High Fructose Corn Syrup;
and Tacos. The entries are fun to read and interesting and
provide information on topics ranging from specific products
such as Dum Dum Pops and Twinkies to companies such as
Dunkin Donuts and See’s Candies and broad topics such as
Dieting and Sugar/Sweeteners.

An extensive index is included at the end of the volume.
There is a Glossary that explains terms such as Batch Process-
ing, Electrolytes, QSR (Quick Service Restaurant), and Tie-In.
The back of the volume also contains a selected bibliography
as well as a resource guide that lists CDs, DVDs, films, videos,
organizations, and websites.

As much fun as this encyclopedia is to read, are these
types of reference sources really needed anymore? Many of
the Further References are to a company’s website to find out
information. The user is able to do that without picking up
this book. This resource gives a nice introduction to junk food
and fast food but if a library already owns the first edition,
there really is no need to buy this new edition. If a library
collects food-related reference books, this 2 volume set would
be a nice addition, but not necessary—Stacey Marien, Acquisi-
tions Librarian, American University, Washington, DC

Food and Famine in the 21st Century. Ed. by William A.
Dando. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2012. 2 vols, acid
free $189 (ISBN 978-1-59884-730-7). E-book available
(978-1-59884-731-4), call for pricing.

This comprehensive two-volume set provides detailed
information on all aspects of famine, as well as the growing of
our food and the nutrition it supplies. Volume 1, arranged in
encyclopedic style, contains 50 long articles on topics associ-
ated with both food and famine. The lengthy articles (8-12
pages each) cover diverse topics from Genetically Modified
Food and Arable Land, to Sustainable Food Production and
Deficiency Diseases. Each signed article contains in-depth
information, accompanied by occasional brief sidebars, tables
and occasional black and white illustrations. All items include
good-sized up to date bibliographies for further research.

volume 52, issue 2 | Winter 2012

Reference Books

Volume 2 looks at ten specific famine areas in depth,
covering either specific famines (Irish, Dutch) or surveying
the history of famines in a particular country or area (India,
Russia, China). These extremely long and detailed articles
(30-50 pages each) analyze each of the areas, summariz-
ing famine history, causes, extent, reactions, assistance, and
aftermath. Most include a few charts or graphs to illustrate
major points about each famine. Complex interactions cause
most famines but trigger events can range from a fungus in
Ireland to drought in Africa to an unusual monsoon year in
India. Preventable famines receive extended discussion, with
well-reasoned arguments. In addition to a “Further Reading”
section after each article, additional bibliographies appear at
the end of the volume. The Introduction in Volume 2 covers
famines of more ancient times, classifying them by area and
kind, and a postscript discusses what to expect in the future,
while also covering famines in Israel as an example of what
might happen in this century.

Dr. Dando, (Geography professor emeritus, Indiana State
University) has gathered a superb team of researchers, knowl-
edgeable in all aspects of food, nutrition, and famine to create
these volumes, after being requested by ABC-CLIO to do so.
He contributed the preface, a lengthy introduction/overview
to each volume and thirteen of the articles in volume 1, 7 sec-
tions in volume 2, and many of the sidebars. Recommended
for high school age and above.—Marion S. Muskiewicz, Science
Reference Librarian, University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Gods and Goddesses of Greece and Rome. New York:
Marshall Cavendish Reference, 2012. 320 pages. alkaline
$85.64 (ISBN 978-0-7614-7951-2). E-book available (978-
0-7614-9980-0), $85.64.

Heroes and Heroines of Greece and Rome. New York:
Marshall Cavendish Reference, 2012. 320 pages. alkaline
$85.64 (ISBN 978-0-7614-7952-9). E-book available (978-
0-7614-9981-7), $85.64.

Popular YA authors like Rick Riordan have created a new
interest in mythology. The study of classic myths was always a
part of high school curriculum but now has reached a zenith
with students who are discovering ancient gods, goddesses,
heroes, and heroines.

And just in time there have been some useful reference
books on the topic. These books are not a retelling of the tales.
Instead these two works contain scholarly signed articles
ranging in length from one to eight pages. The first paragraph
of each entry contains a short “ready reference” introduc-
tion to the subject and simply tells the main claim to fame,
parentage, and importance. The bulk of the entry provides
details about the stories, scholarly comparison of figures in
other cultures, and speculates on the importance of the figure.
Each volume is lushly illustrated with 270 color photographs
of classic statues and paintings from the Renaissance through
modern times. Since the topics of the entries are so unique,
the entries do not have a standard format and the user will
have to hunt to find specific information on topics such as
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the literary importance of the god or variant accounts but the
hunt is worth it and they will be rewarded with enough back-
ground information to begin a term paper. Each article ends
with a short 2-3 item bibliography of recent books as well as
cross-references to other articles in the volume. Some entries
also have color information boxes and although this helps
break up the text there does not seem to be any consistent
reason why some information is highlighted. Each volume
has a pronunciation guide. Finally each volume also has an
unannotated bibliography of books for additional reading as
well as an annotated list of Internet resources.

There are other reference works for this age group on
mythology. Galls The Lincoln Library of Greek and Roman
Mythology (Lincoln Library Press, 2006) is a multi-volume
set that contains 500 entries on the gods, goddesses, heroes,
places, and other important aspects Greek and Roman my-
thology. U*X*L Encyclopedia of World Mythology (Gale, 2009),
a 5 volume set, is much broader in scope and contains 300
entries on the major characters, themes, myths, and stories
of over 40 world cultures.

These two works have information on the major Greek
and Roman heroes, heroines, gods, and goddesses. Librarians
can choose one or both volumes depending on their needs
and budget. The articles are accurate, lengthy, and thought
provoking, and the volumes are designed to look and feel like
an encyclopedia. High school, community college, and public
libraries will find these useful and popular additions to their
collections. I recommend these as a good value.—Dona ]J.
Helmer, Librarian, Anchorage School District, Anchorage, Alaska

Icons of the Middle Ages: Rulers, Writers, Rebels, and
Saints. Ed. by Lister M. Matheson. Greenwood Icons.
Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2012. 2 vols. Acid free
$189 (ISBN 978-0-313-34080-2). E-book available (978-0-
34080-2), call for pricing.

This is not a work about iconography. The title can give
that impression and the subtitle does not exactly clarify the
contents. The word “icon” in the title functions the way it
does in contemporary popular culture, in the sense that it
might be used to refer to Elvis Presley or Michael Jordan.

In this sense, the word “icon” is entirely appropriate, as
the work goes beyond biography to include the long cultural
reception history for each of the work’s medieval subjects, in-
cluding their contemporary “iconic” status. For example, the
entry about William Wallace begins with the scant evidence
about his life, through Blind Hary'’s fifteenth century Wallace,
all the way up to cultural responses to Mel Gibson’s Braveheart
(1995). Indeed, the work contains a few essays about legend-
ary characters whose historical identity and even existence
are in question, such as King Arthur and Robin Hood. At the
other extreme are subjects such as Joan of Arc, about whom
there is a relative wealth of historical evidence.

This difference in scope sets the work apart from works
such as Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages (Fitzroy Dearborn,
2000). In that encyclopedia, the essay about Joan of Arc
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covers approximately one two-column page, focusing primar-
ily on the historical Joan of Arc, while Margaret Joan Maddox’s
essay about Joan of Arc in Icons of the Middle Ages spans 32
pages, which includes 25 pages of biographical information
and 5 pages of cultural reception, ending in a discussion of
her continuing cultural influence in characters such as Xena
Warrior Princess, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and Joan of Arcadia.

The depth and length of the essays remains consistent
throughout, and in this way, Icons of the Middle Ages seems
less like a reference work and more like a coherent, edited
work of interesting nonfiction essays. It would not be difficult
to imagine a history or popular culture enthusiast reading
these two volumes cover to cover, nor would it be difficult to
imagine a library patron wanting to take a volume home to
examine a single chapter of interest. Indeed, the work would
be more at home in a circulating collection or a selective
browsing collection than in ready reference. On the other
hand, it is accessible enough to function in a reference col-
lection, as a deeper-but-narrower supplement to works such
as Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages (Fitzroy Dearborn, 2000).

The two, attractive, hard-cover volumes are the size of
a standard classroom textbook, and would be easy to carry.
They feature a small number of grayscale images from me-
dieval art, usually one per chapter, and there is an extensive
index. The covers feature images of King Richard III and Sir
Thomas More, which does hint that the work is not, in fact,
about iconography.

Icons of the Middle Ages is a worthy acquisition for aca-
demic, public, and secondary school libraries. One might
want to give some thought as to whether it should be added
to the circulating collection or the reference collection.—Ste-
ven R. Edscorn, Library Director, Memphis Theological Seminary,
Memphis, Tennessee

The Making of Modern Immigration: An Enyclopedia of
People and Ideas. Ed. by Patrick J. Hayes. Santa Barbara,
CA: ABC-CLIO, 2012. 2 vols. acid free $189 (ISBN 978-0-
313-39202-3). E-book available (978-0-313-39203-0), call
for pricing.

In an age of Wikipedia and instant information reference,
publishers continue their quest to identify a niche for their
works. One approach has been to focus on narrower topics.
Rather than dealing with immigration in its entirety, recent
works such as Anti-Immigration in the United States: A His-
torical Encyclopedia (Greenwood Press, 2011) have looked at
specific aspects. The present publication differentiates itself
by its depth of analysis. Instead of offering hundreds of brief
essays on every conceivable topic, there are fewer than fifty
essays covering significant themes, historical events, and
ideas. The self-described goal is to make “the past intelligible
and interesting to those searching for fresh insight and ac-
curate information” (xxii).

This approach has its advantages. The disadvantage
is that a reader will not find the expected essays on top-
ics like the Dream Act, Ellis Island, or the Know Nothing
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