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anthropology, culinary arts, medicine, and even economics.

As with any encyclopedia, both clarity and context are
at times sacrificed in the service of communicating complex
information in a restricted space. In some cases the writing
is poorly organized, jumping from topic to topic. The further
reading suggestions vary in both quantity and focus, with
some entries pointing to introductory works, including web-
sites that may lack rigorous provenance, and others pointing
to complex technical works. The bibliography is comprehen-
sive and would be helpful for identifying works that present
additional context for the information in the entries.

The chief value of this work is its presentation of a cross-
section of content typically found in gardening, agricultural,
and culinary reference volumes, enhanced by information
from other fields of study. This work would be particularly
useful to high school and college students looking for intro-
ductory information related to the many ways in which hu-
mans interact with plants, including food, shelter, medicine,
art, occupation, and recreation. It is also a delightful way to
discover how plants connect disciplines and may be of in-
terest to writers, historians, and others outside the study of
botany—Shari Lastet; Government Documents/Reference Librar-
ian, University Libraries, The University of Akron, Ohio

Encyclopedia of Domestic Violence and Abuse. Ed. by
Laura L. Finley. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2013. 2
vols. acid free $189 (ISBN: 978-1-61069-001-0). E-book
available (978-1-61069-002-7), call for pricing.

The Encyclopedia of Domestic Violence and Abuse from ABC-
CLIO is a traditional two-volume set with twin aims of in-
forming on and promoting awareness of a pervasive problem
still too often relegated to niche status. Editor Laura L. Fin-
ley, assistant professor of sociology and criminology at Barry
University, has culled the work of sixty academics who have
authored over 170 entries each with byline and bibliography
of suggested further reading resources.

The set’s organizational structure begins with three special
tools, which include comprehensive alphabetical and subject-
based lists of entries followed by an extensive timeline of
significant events related to domestic violence ranging from
the first Roman marriage laws codifying women’s obeisance
to their husbands in 753 BC to the recent determination in
2011 by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
that the US Supreme Court erred in declaring there is no en-
titlement to restraining order enforcement. Finley also pens
the introductory essay in which she places domestic violence
within the larger struggle for international human rights and
constructs her own narrative timeline which catalogs recent
legislative successes on various national and world playing
fields while also attempting to identify where further work
remains to be done.

The subjects covered reflect the international scope of the
work right out of the gate with an entry on “Acid Throwing,”
a prevalent practice in several south-central Asian nations in
which predominantly men throw or pour acid on women
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and children as a means of nonlethal intimidation. This entry
also highlights a common theme of domestic abuse in nearly
all guises in that incidences routinely go underreported and
therefore accurate statistics are often difficult to accumulate.
In addition to entries on the various methods of abuse em-
ployed around the globe, subjects are generally clustered
around biography (categories of victims and abusers as well
as key individuals and organizations involved in the struggle
against domestic violence), psychology (understanding and
explaining abuse, effects, and correlates of abuse) and history
(legislation, the courts, and activism). And while most entries
highlight concepts and examples which directly correlate
with domestic violence, there are several entries which exist
to question their relationship with the topic such as Hakim
Mohandas Amani Williams’ “Music and Domestic Abuse”
entry in which he states, “The intersection of domestic abuse/
violence and music is an area almost entirely without any
credible research” (335).

With the bulk of the subject entries residing in volume
one (A through R) and only 127 of almost 500 pages in vol-
ume two devoted to their remainder (S through W), a major-
ity of the second volume is comprised of reprints of all front
matter from volume one (finding tools and introduction) as
well as two major appendixes, glossary of terms, more rec-
ommended resource lists, and short author biographies. Ap-
pendix A contains the full text of four primary documents:
“Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women,” “Report of the Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights re: Jessica Lenahan (Gonzales) et
al. v. United States,” “Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000,” and the “Violence Against Women Act” (actually a
sub-section of the 1994 Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act). Appendix B consists of a list of state, national,
and international organizations related to domestic abuse
along with contact information. Given how easily discover-
able the documents in Appendix A are via the UN and US
GPO websites and how compiled contact lists such as those
found in Appendix B are often out of date before they are
even printed, the editor and publisher would seem to have
missed an excellent opportunity to produce a sleeker one-
volume title to both strengthen its utility and lower its cost.
Still, Finley’s work has few directly comparable titles, the clos-
est being editor Nicky Ali Jackson’s Encyclopedia of Domestic
Violence (Routledge, 2007). Academic libraries specializing in
sociology and criminology collections and others which still
maintain comprehensive print-based reference collections are
likeliest to find this title useful.—Chris G. Hudson, Associate
Director for Collection Services, Olin and Chalmers Libraries,
Kenyon College, Gambiet, Ohio

Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings. By Steve
Sullivan. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 2013. 2 vols. alka-
line $200 (ISBN: 978-0-8108-8295-9). E-book available
(978-0-8108-8296-6), $199.99.

A freelance writer, researcher, and publisher, Steve
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Sullivan writes on aspects of American popular culture. In
the Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings, Sullivan
compiles over 1,000 recorded songs gleaned from numerous
discographies, charts, best lists, historical studies, periodi-
cals, and listening. His selection of songs, which range from
the Gay Nineties into the twenty-first century, is based on a
“weighted point system” and, as he admits, “personal taste.”
The songs are then divided and chronologically arranged into
ten titled “playlists,” each of which Sullivan believes presents
“a reasonable balance of eras and genres” (viii).

When compared to Chris Smith’s 101 Albums That Changed
Popular Music (Oxford, 2009) or Nigel Harrison’s Songwrit-
ers: A Biographical Dictionary with Discographies (McFarland,
1998), Sullivan emphasizes the qualities of the performance
of a particular song over the album as a whole or the perspec-
tive of the composer. This he does in a good degree of detail;
some of the song articles range up to five columns in length.

Sullivan states that the playlists themselves are ranked,
with the songs in playlist 1 being “the greatest classics of
all, and down from there” (viii). This leaves one to puzzle
over what inspired the particular playlist titles. For example,
how are the songs in “Playlist 4. Good Rockin’ Tonight,
1904-2005" greater than those in “Playlist 5: Jazznocracy,
1897-2010" or lesser than those in “Playlist 1: Crazy Blues,
1906-2004"? Perhaps some guidance on what characteristics
to look for in a particular song grouping would also have
been helpful.

This said, the encyclopedia is likely to stimulate some
thinking on the part of the reader. One of Sullivan’ goals is
to erase the artificial boundaries that distinguish one genre
from another (ix). For example, in the chapter titled “Playlist
3: Sitting on Top of the World, 1890—2011,” he includes,
to interesting effect, the Johnny Mathis rendition of Erroll
Garner’s Misty and the Rolling Stones’ Sympathy for the Devil.
The encyclopedia also looks soundly documented. There are
footnotes on each page, a lengthy bibliography classified by
topic, and a scattering of documented photographs.

The plethora of informed books that sets out to weigh
“the best” in music is bound to be subjective to a certain de-
gree. It is this subjectivity that often makes them engaging to
their readers, who enjoy comparing their own insights and
opinions to those of the writers. While it is not a replace-
ment for the numerous discographies that already line library
shelves, Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings is a good
supplementary title for any academic or public library that
serves interests in popular music.—Nevin J. Mayer, Instruction
Coordinator, John Carroll University, University Heights, Ohio

Encyclopedia of Latino Culture: From Calaveras to
Quinceaiieras. Ed. by Charles M. Tatum. Cultures of the
American Mosaic. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2013. 3
vols. acid free $294 (ISBN: 978-1-4408-0098-6). E-book
available (978-1-4408-0099-3), call for pricing.

Back in 1992, my first year on the library faculty at New
Mexico State University in Las Cruces, 1 remember talking
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with my colleague Donald Barclay (now Interim University
Librarian at the University of California-Merced) about the
lack of reference materials for students researching topics
from their own Mexican American/Chicano/Latino/Hispano
heritage—things like El Dia de los Muertos, quinceaneras, Span-
glish, Homies or descansos. Donald joked, “Just tell them to
look it up in “The Quinceanera Encyclopedia.” Well, that was
twenty-two years ago and nothing of the kind existed, though
New Mexico’s population then (and now) was nearly 50 per-
cent Hispanic. Since 2000, the Hispanic/Latino population
nationwide has increased by more than 40 percent—a demo-
graphic shift reflected in the availability of many reference
materials like this excellent new work edited by University
of Arizona scholar Charles Tatum.

While acknowledging the predominance of Mexican
heritage among Hispanic/Latino Americans, the Encyclope-
dia of Latino Culture includes information on traditions from
other nationalities and ethnic origins—from Central and
South America, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and other Caribbean
nations. However, the index contains no entries for Nica-
ragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama or the Dominican
Republic, though Cuba and Puerto Rico figure prominently
as would seem appropriate based upon the relative influence
of those cultures in the United States population as a whole.
It is important to note that by far, most of the articles in the
reference work are about Mexican cultural influences in the
United States.

The encyclopedia offers a brief overview of Latin Ameri-
can and Latino history, a chronology, and a useful discussion
of the varied and sometimes confusing terms used to identify
Latino/Hispanic Americans. The bulk of the articles that fol-
low—written by more than 150 contributors with a variety of
academic expertise in the arts and humanities—describe and
comment upon cultural expressions arranged alphabetically:
arts, celebrations and holidays, family and community, food,
literature, media and sports, music and dance, religion and
spirituality, and theater. Under each of these major themes
is an alphabetical arrangement of subtopics—a blend of the-
matic and alphabetical arrangement that does not add to ease
of use. Various “Spotlights” appear throughout the volumes
focusing on celebrities, historical figures, artists, or something
else that did not fit into the main sequence.

To find any particular topic, the user must consult both
the table of contents and the index at the end of the third
volume. A reference work arranged this way must rely on its
index to point the user to what might be relevant material
contained within various entries. However, in my scan of the
index, I found difficulties such as: descansos spelled descanos,
Baez spelled Boez, Tejano music listed only under “Music,
Tejano,” Selena Quintanilla Perez listed only under “Quinta-
nilla,” as well as many compound expressions beginning with
the Spanish articles el, la, los, las listed only once under the
article and not at all under the accompanying noun.

The comprehensive Encyclopedia Latina: History, Culture
and Society in the United States, edited by Ilan Stavans (Grolier
Academic Reference, 2005), covers a wider range of topics
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