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Kochel, who outdid themselves this time with this wonder-
ful resource. When adults find themselves sharing this book, 
with topics such as “Creepy-Crawly Creatures,” “Disasters,” 
and “Unsolved Mysteries,” and a section specifically on “All 
Things Gross,” that includes bodily functions and poop, you 
know you have a winner with young guys everywhere. 

 Gotcha for Guys! offers citations of more than 1,100 books 
that aim to the interest of middle school boys. Research re-
veals that boys in this age group are much more interested 
in nonfiction materials versus the fiction that dominates the 
shelves for this age group. Gotcha for Guys! lists nonfiction 
book talks that are presented in a beginning section of chap-
ters, starting off with “New and Notables.” These are the hot-
test titles that are exciting and appealing for any young male 
reader. A second section in each of these chapters comprises 
brief annotations and talks for other books of interest. Finally, 
a third section offers lists of starred-review titles under the 
heading “Worth Reading” to consider for boys. The authors 
carefully selected each title listed, and this contributes to the 
strength of this resource. Also, placing the latest titles at the 
front of each chapter makes it a user-friendly reference tool 
for librarians and teachers. 

Baxter, who is well known for her “Nonfiction Book-
talker” column in School Library Journal, makes the point that 
nonfiction is the perfect genre for enticing reluctant readers, 
yet it is a genre that is often ignored by librarians and teachers 
when doing book talks for this age group. Who says nonfic-
tion for boys isn’t exciting? It is evident that the authors had 
great fun compiling the lists for this book, and this is a must-
have for all libraries that serve boys of this age.—Nelson Dent, 
Information Services Librarian, Norman Public Library, Pioneer 
Library System, Oklahoma

Law Librarianship in the Twenty-First Century. Ed. by Roy 
Balleste, Sonia Luna-Lamas, and Lisa Smith-Butler. Lanham, Md.: 
Scarecrow, 2007. 229p. $55 (ISBN 0-8108-5881-9).

The title of this edited collection implies an examination 
of the future of law libraries, and it fulfills this mission with 
eminently practical results. Name recognition of contribut-
ing authors Roy M. Mersky and Robert C. Berring Jr. virtu-
ally ensures that this book will receive due attention within 
the field, but the less-known authors, culled largely from the 
directorships of academic law libraries, deliver equally on the 
title’s promise. Of course, one cannot satisfactorily project the 
future without also examining the past, as Law Librarianship 
in the Twenty-First Century does in nearly equal measure. After 
Mersky’s provocative introduction, Berring sets to the task of 
neatly encapsulating the history of the profession into five 
stages, culminating in an era of “Current Questions.” He pos-
its that law librarianship faces an identity crisis between the 
various charms of the Special Library Association, the Ameri-
can Association of Law Schools, and the field of librarianship 
as a whole, while arguing for the maintenance of cohesion for 
the good of the profession. From there, the table of contents 
reads like a recipe of ingredients for a law library: “Adminis-

tration,” “Public Services,” “Technical Services,” “Collection 
Development, Licensing, and Acquisitions,” and so on. Tracy 
L. Thompson’s chapter on library consortia is somewhat ex-
ceptional in that it covers territory that may not be familiar 
to all existing law libraries. 

If there is a weakness to Law Librarianship in the Twenty-
First Century, it is that its focus is so broad that many law 
librarians may find little new information in the chapter on 
their specialty. As a consequence, this title is likely to be most 
useful to individuals who are new to, or unfamiliar with, 
law librarianship, especially library students, librarians con-
sidering a change of career track, and researchers hoping to 
compare law library trends with those of other library types. 
Law librarians mired deeply in their own specialties also 
may find these generalized summations of their colleagues’ 
work insightful.—Chris G. Hudson, Serials and Government 
Documents Librarian, MacMillan Law Library, Emory University, 
Atlanta, Georgia

Libraries Beyond their Institutions: Partnerships That Work. Ed. 
by William Miller and Rita M. Pellen. New York: Haworth, 2006. 
230p. $39.95 (ISBN 0-7890-2909-6).

Libraries do not exist in a vacuum. Libraries Beyond their 
Institutions seeks to provide administrators and librarians 
with examples of how to move outside their own walls and 
comfort zones. This work illustrates success stories beyond 
the traditional partnerships in bibliographic utilities. As the 
editors outline in the introduction, “we see librarians realizing 
that their institutions are part of the total fabric of society, and 
need to be linked in a variety of ways to the world around 
them” (2). 

This volume, which was simultaneously published by 
Haworth as Resource Sharing & Information Networks 18, 
no. 1/2 (2005/2006), provides examples of how public and 
academic libraries are developing partnerships involving 
database consortia, leadership training, international ILL 
agreements, civic activities, continuing education opportu-
nities, and many other enterprises. These articles provide 
background information, project details, success stories, and 
lessons learned in such a way that others can benefit from 
their experiences. 

As with any edited volume, some articles are better writ-
ten than others. One challenge is that many contributors 
rely heavily on acronyms, making for slow and often confus-
ing reading. In addition, the articles are not arranged in any 
logical order. It would have been helpful to have the general 
articles precede the more specialized ones. Julie Beth Todaro’s 
article “Community Collaborations at Work and in Practice 
Today: An A to Z Overview” is an excellent introduction to 
the concepts of partnership and collaboration, but it appears 
toward the end of this volume. Another general article buried 
in the middle is Elizabeth A. Curry’s “Play with the Slinky: 
Learning to Lead Collaboration,” which provides a training 
model to help library leaders develop and lead collaborative 
community projects. 
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David Wright states in his article, “Library Consortia: Do 
the Models Always Work?” that “librarians must be creative 
in seeking solutions. . . . It takes work, but it is possible to 
change existing structures to improve access to information” 
(59). This volume helps motivate us to “play a critical role” 
(Kranich, p. 94) in our communities beyond our library 
walls.—Emma Duncan, Branch Manager, Brampton Library, 
Brampton, Ontario, Canada

The Library As Place: History, Community, and Culture. Ed. by 
John E. Buschman and Gloria J. Leckie. Westport, Conn.: Libraries 
Unlimited, 2006. 260p. $50 (ISBN 1-59158-382-9).

In an exploration of how libraries are more than the re-
sources that they contain, Wayne A. Wiegard and John Carlo 
Bertot, coeditors of Library Quarterly, had determined to de-
vote a special issue to libraries as place. The great amount of 
received submissions led to this present work of fourteen es-
says, each focusing on different aspects of library as place, and 
there is quite a bit to say on the topic. Buschman and Leckie’s 
introduction does a fine job of critically situating the concept 
of place and space and the library as place, grounding the 
subject historically within scholarship, touching on theories 
of space espoused by Newton, Descartes, and Locke as well 
as theories of place supported by Alexander von Humboldt, 
Walter Christaller, and others, and charting how discourses 
have changed, through feminism, Marxism, or humanism, 
for example, in addition to a description of the concept of 
the public sphere. What emerges from the introduction is a 
very thorough picture of the issues at play in a discussion of 
place and space.

That picture becomes somewhat disjointed, however, 
when looking at the book as a whole. Much of the theory 
covered in the introduction does not get addressed again in 
any of the essays. In addition, the book is divided into four 
sections—“The Library’s Place in the Past,” “Libraries As Plac-
es of Community,” “Research Libraries As Places of Learning 
and Scholarship,” and “Libraries, Place, and Culture”—the 
effect of which is that the essays seem oddly placed existing 
together in the same book: essays contained therein address 
such topics as military libraries in the British Empire, Car-
negie libraries in both Vancouver and Greensboro, knitting 
and storytime groups in a public library, private scholarly 
spaces within academic libraries, the erotic nature of read-
ing, and the fantasy library of the television series Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer. In addition, some essays would likely fit well 
in more than one of the sections, making their placement feel 
somewhat arbitrary. The editors are well aware of this fact, 
however, justifying the book’s structure with the idea that 
the subject has been overlooked in scholarship for too long, 
leaving little recourse but to cover the subject rather broadly. 
The perspectives represented in this book do feel fresh and 
timely, despite the disordered feeling one gets from the vol-
ume. And, it should be pointed out, in approaching a subject 
as all-encompassing as place and space, perhaps a cluttered 
impression is the best that can be hoped for, and the assign-

ment of essays to particular sections can be understood as an 
attempt to at least try and maintain some sort of order.

It also should be pointed out that the essays in this book 
strongly focus on English-speaking countries, primarily the 
United States and Canada, but also a bit on Great Britain. This 
fact is not unexpected, especially given the breadth of material 
contained, as an even larger focus would likely be unwieldy. 
However, it would be very interesting to see future scholar-
ship examining the topic of libraries as place and space from 
the points of view of other nations. 

It could be argued that the fretting over libraries as place 
and space, in particular, reflects librarianship’s current in-
securities regarding its importance, function, and meaning 
in the current world, and its fears for its own place in the 
future. The Library As Place is a fine jumping-off point for a 
first exploration of these concerns, in spite of its structural 
issues.—Sarah McHone-Chase, Information Delivery Services 
Librarian, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois 

Library Juice Concentrate. Rory Litwin. Duluth, Minn.: Library 
Juice Pr., 2006. 238p. $25 (ISBN 0-977816-3-6).

Selectors who are unfamiliar with this title and take only 
a cursory glance might dismiss it as a vanity publication (as 
the book is, essentially, self-published). However, Library 
Juice is one of very few serials that delves deeply into current 
philosophical and social issues within librarianship. Library 
Juice Concentrate is a rare print copy of this resource.

Library Juice began in January 1998 as an electronic maga-
zine edited and published by Litwin. It ceased publication in 
autumn 2005, but was recently revived as a blog (see www.
libraryjuicepress.com/blog). A complete, searchable archive 
of Library Juice is freely available at http://libr.org/juice. For 
Library Juice Concentrate, Litwin selected a subset of “articles 
that [invite] readers to think a little bit more deeply, or at least 
a little differently, about questions in librarianship that are 
typically given ready-made but inconsequential and poorly 
thought-out answers” (xv). Thus, the book reprints about 
twenty articles, plus a selection of limericks, paper topics, 
quotations, and a reading list “for Progressive Librarians.” 
Many of the essays are written by Litwin, but the work also 
includes contributions from Larry Oberg, Mark Rosenzweig, 
Jessamyn West, and others.

Library Juice Concentrate is written with an unapologeti-
cally left-wing perspective. As Kathleen de la Peña McCook (a 
member of the Library Juice Press advisory board) writes in 
the preface, Library Juice “captured the spirit of a time that be-
gan in great hope with the Clinton-Gore optimism for a new 
century with widely available information for all people and 
ended in a time of great despair with the oppressive regime 
of Bush-Cheney and the structure of the USA PATRIOT Act 
and CIPA” (xiii). In fact, Litwin feels that librarianship and 
socialism are “deeply compatible” (145), though modern col-
lection development practices (heavy purchasing from media 
conglomerates), commercialization of library services, and 
other trends threaten this relationship. Yet Litwin and his co-


