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by its volumes’ bland covers. Its articles provide founda-
tional information on a large range of topics, answering ba-
sic questions and stimulating interest in new questions for
further research. Recommended for college and large public
libraries.—FEric Petersen, Reference Librarian, Kansas City (Mo.)
Public Library

U.S. Leadership in Wartime: Clashes, Controversy, and
Compromise. Ed. by Spencer C. Tucker, Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-
Clio, 2009. 2 vols. acid-free $195 (ISBN 978-1-598-84172-5).

The subtitle is a bit mystifying, as such a theme is not
developed, but the organization and content of this set recom-
mend it as a helpful reference resource. The wars fought by
the United States are discussed in ten chronological chapters,
with a few chapters covering multiple wars closely related in
time and location. Each chapter has three sections. The first
is an extensive essay about U.S. leadership in the war. The
second is made up of shorter, chronological essays about the
leadership decisions in major battles or campaigns. Finally,
there are brief, alphabetically arranged biographies of the top
military and civilian leaders.

The biographies are a distinguishing feature of these
volumes. The civilians include not only the presidents, but
such figures as Warren N. Austin, who was the U.S. represen-
tative to the United Nations during the Korean War, which
the United States fought by leading a U.N. coalition. Even
essayist Henry David Thoreau, who was a leading opponent
of the Mexican-American War, earns two pages of text and a
photograph. A problem with the format is that some leaders,
such as Jefferson Davis and Douglas MacArthur, have two
biographies emphasizing their leadership in different wars,
and there is no cross-reference. Thus a user must be careful
to use the index.

Editor Tuckers project differs considerably from John
E. Jessup and Louise B. Ketz's Encyclopedia of the American
Military (Scribner’s, 1994) ,which features numerous essays on
broad military themes with little emphasis on leaders.

Maurice Matloff's American Military History (Combined
Books, 1996) gives more attention to military development
between wars than Tucker’s set does, and it offers more maps,
but it doesn't have biographies, and its chapters are organized
traditionally. Neither of the older sets has the detailed analysis
of wartime leadership that the new set includes.

U.S. Leadership in Wartime is light fare as a reference
source about the actual fighting, but its biographies and its
essays on leadership deserve a place in larger academic and
public libraries and in collections that concentrate on military
history—Evan Davis, Librarian, Allen County Public Library,
Fort Wayne, Indiana

The Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible. Ed. by Moisés Silva.
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2009. 5 vols. $279.99 (ISBN
078-0-310-24136-2).

This five-volume set is a revised edition of Zondervan’s
popular Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, updated to reflect
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new scholarship “to serve a new generation” (v). Under the di-
rection of revision editor Moisés Silva, a now-retired professor
of biblical studies at Westmont College and Westminster and
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminaries, the new, revised En-
cyclopedia of the Bible presents over more than 7,500 articles
dealing with theological and biblical topics written by more
than 250 contributors from international, mainly Christian
institutions. The five-volume set includes hundreds of brief
articles on new topics, newly commissioned in-depth articles,
and older articles that have been totally or substantially over-
hauled to reflect new scholarship. The illustrations are now
in full color, and there are ample cross-references within the
text of the articles to other topics covered in the encyclope-
dia. Bibliographic references are found both throughout the
text and at the end of some entries. A comprehensive index
is lacking, which is a detriment given the size and scope of
the text.

Silva explains that the “new edition seeks to make the ma-
terial more accessible to a broad readership” (vi). Because of
this, foreign script is limited to initial parenthetical informa-
tion at the beginning of articles, and Goodrick-Kohlenberger
numbers are given for readers not proficient in Biblical lan-
guages. One confusing aspect of the new edition is author-
ship; some articles are signed but many are not, and the
differences between the older and the revised articles are not
readily apparent unless one is very familiar with the original
edition. The main biblical edition used in this revised version
is the New International (NIV), which is a departure from
the first edition, which relied mainly on the King James and
Revised Standard (RSV) texts. As the NIV is published by
Zondervan, this is not unexpected, but it is a departure from
many scholarly works in biblical studies, which tend to favor
the RSV or NRSV (New Revised Standard Version).

Unchanged from the earlier edition is the encyclopedia’s
focus, which takes a conservative Christian critical and theo-
logical position. While authors of articles state their own
conclusions, they must be founded on what Merrill C. Tenney,
the original editor, calls the “fundamental conviction of the
veracity of the biblical record” (x). This can be quite jolting
for scholars used to a more theologically balanced critique.
For instance, the entry on the Bible describes sacred books
of other religions, and then baldly declares that “there are
several features that distinguish all these sacred books from
the Bible and show the superiority of the latter” (599). State-
ments like this may be problematic for readers who do not
come from a conservative Christian background. Another is-
sue is the authorship of the Pentateuch, particularly Genesis,
which is attributed to Moses in the Encyclopedia, as according
to Christian theology, but which is almost universally held to
be the product of multiple, non-Mosaic authors by secular
biblical scholars.

For Christian families, preachers, students, and schol-
ars of the Bible, the Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible will
undoubtedly be an extremely useful resource for Christian
theology and biblical interpretation. For others, particularly
those of other faiths, the encyclopedia may reflect a particu-



