The most unique section of this work is the last one:
“Primary Sources.” Here are poems, essays, and interviews
from some of the subjects of the biographies. Again, these are
valuable, but they are limited to a handful of players. There
is also a glossary, a chronology, a list of further reading, and
a fairly detailed index.

Although The Harlem Renaissance provides useful infor-
mation, the overall coverage is rather narrow. Many major
artists are not included, or are mentioned only in passing. It
has the look and feel of a reference work, and lacks excite-
ment. Libraries and media centers might be better served by
Laban Carrick Hills Harlem Stomp! A Cultural History of the
Harlem Renaissance (Little, Brown, 2003). Hill’s work is more
vibrant, with coverage of a wider range of subjects and the
inclusion of more graphics, which more closely captures the
energy and excitement of the period. Hills work, however,
is much shorter. For more information on artists of the era,
Denise Jordan’s Harlem Renaissance Artists (Heinemann Li-
brary, 2003) would be hard to beat. Online databases, such
as Compton’s Online, provide much of the same information
found in the Hillstrom book, albeit in less detail.

Public libraries and media centers looking to beef up their
coverage of this period may consider this a supplemental
purchase.—Carla Wilson Buss, Curriculum Materials & Educa-
tion Librarian, University of Georgia Libraries, Athens

The Holiness-Pentecostal Movement: A Comprehensive Guide.
By Charles E. Jones. ATLA Bibliography Series. Lanham, Md.:
Scarecrow, 2008. 538p. alkaline $85 (ISBN 978-0-8108-6093-3).

This is the final volume of Jones’s update to his master-
ful 1974 work, A Guide to the Study of the Holiness Movement
(Scarecrow, 1974), which has grown from the original single
volume to four volumes. While this volume focuses spe-
cifically on the Holiness-Pentecostal Movement, the other
volumes cover the Wesleyan Holiness Movement and the
Keswick Movement.

Organized into four parts, this guide provides comprehen-
sive coverage of the journal and monographic literature and of
theses related to the Holiness-Pentecostal movement primar-
ily in the United States, but also in other countries including
Canada, the United Kingdom, and Chile. Part 1 lists resources
related to the historical contexts of the Holiness-Pentecostal
movement. Part 2 covers the literature on the Holiness-Pen-
tecostal movement itself, especially as related to the various
churches and church bodies that make up the movement and
the so-called signs-following bodies, which include snake han-
dlers. The breadth of the movement and the sheer number of
churches that are associated with Pentecostalism are evident
from the wealth of resources available. Part 3 is a directory of
sorts to schools, including secondary schools, colleges, and
seminaries that are associated with the Holiness-Pentecostal
movement. For each school, its location, dates of operation,
and affiliation with a church body are given. Also included in
this section are sources of information about the schools such
as books, articles, and theses. The final part of the guide is a
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listing of biographies of significant figures in the Holiness-
Pentecostal movement, primarily of those who were born be-
fore 1940. For most individuals, the entry lists their birth and
death dates and places, their church or affiliation, their role or
occupation (for example, pastor, deaconess, or missionary),
and sources of information about them. More than nineteen
hundred biographical entries are included.

As the most complete bibliographical resource on the
Holiness-Pentecostal movement available, this guide should
definitely be purchased for the reference collections of librar-
ies that serve seminaries, especially those associated with
Protestant denominations, although it should be considered
for purchase by all seminaries. For academic libraries that
support programs in religious studies, American studies, or
the sociology of religions, careful consideration should be
given to this work for inclusion in their general collections.
There are no other sources that cover the literature on the
Holiness-Pentecostal movement to the depth that this one
provides.—Gregory A. Crawford, Director; Penn State Harris-
burg Library, Middletown

Let’s Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America’s Favorite
Expressions. By Rosemarie Ostler. Amherst, N.Y.: Prometheus
Books, 2008. 252p. acid free $18.95 paper (ISBN 978-1-59102-
625-9).

The subtitle of this delightful collection of American idi-
oms makes it clear that this is not just a simple dictionary,
but more of a charming etymological examination of popular
expressions. For example, the entry “Talk Turkey,” alluded to
in the title, goes well beyond simply giving the meaning of
the term. Author Rosemarie Ostler also covers the origins of
the term, other related and outdated expressions, how the
meaning of the term has shifted over time, and the context
for how it is used today. What makes this work special is the
author’s wide-ranging, learned discussion of these points.
With “Talk Turkey,” the origins are actually quite murky and
allow for alternate theories to be presented and scrutinized,
which is done in a highly readable manner.

Entries are arranged into thirteen thematic chapters to
which the terms are assigned according to their usage, not
their literal meaning. For example, “Sing Like a Canary” is
listed in the “Cops and Robbers” section and not in “Behaving
Like An Animal” because it is used as a crime-related phrase,
not an animal one. The chapters fall under the sections of The
Natural World; Business, Politics, and Society At Large; Cul-
ture and Amusements; and The Home Front. Ostler makes a
point of citing her sources in her discussions and describes
how the advent of the Internet has been a boon for word
historians in trying to trace the origins of familiar but distant
American expressions. She also emphasizes how our language
continues to grow, change, and evolve.

This book covers only around 150 expressions, and that
is the only drawback to the work. No matter how fascinat-
ing it is and how well written, it is not nearly comprehensive
enough to make it an essential purchase for reference collec-
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