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and ethical aspects of robotics technology in the past, present, 
and future. The chronology also includes information about 
how the field of robotics has evolved in areas outside of the 
military from the first mathematical computational machines 
to robots employed in the automotive manufacturing field. 
This broad treatment of the evolution of robotics will prove 
useful for a variety of fields of study.

Springer also employs a sense of balance in the treatment 
of this topic. While Springer fully discusses the advantages of 
employing robots and drones in military endeavors, he never 
loses sight of the ethical issues connected with the possibil-
ity of robots employing deadly force. His treatment of the 
topic is fair and takes many possibilities into consideration. 
Springer acknowledges that the United States has been at 
the forefront of military robotics, but avoids a myopic focus 
by including detailed information about the use of military 
robotics worldwide. 

On the whole, Military Robots and Drones: A Reference 
Handbook will prove useful for academic libraries—par-
ticularly those with programs focused on general robotics, 
homeland security, law enforcement, and manufacturing, but 
will also prove useful for those with coursework in computer 
science, ethics and artificial intelligence. This reasonably 
priced volume would be a useful addition to most academic 
collections. Also, with the recent public interest in drone 
technology, this would also be a welcome addition to many 
public library collections.—Anita J. Slack, Information Services 
Librarian, Vincennes University, Vincennes, Indiana

Native Peoples of the World: An Encyclopedia of Groups, 
Cultures, and Contemporary Issues. Ed. by Steven Danver. 
Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference, 2013. 3 vols. alkaline $349 
(ISBN 978-0-7656-8222-2).

Our planet is home to more than 5,000 indigenous peo-
ples, according to the International Work Group for Indig-
enous Affairs (IWGIA). Some 450 tribal groups live in India 
(622), while Papua New Guinea is home to speakers of 800 
mutually unintelligible languages (656). To begin to sort out 
this cultural complexity, there is Native Peoples of the World: 
An Encyclopedia of Groups, Cultures, and Contemporary Issues, 
which profiles 394 native groups, seventy-nine countries, and 
forty-nine contemporary issues affecting indigenous groups 
worldwide. The 150 contributors to this work include an 
international roster of academic and independent scholars.

Brief synoptic essays on native groups, “their cultures, 
their histories, and their current status” (xix) comprise 
the first two volumes of this three-volume set. Essays are 
alphabetical, within six alphabetically arranged regions. 
Thus, “Central and South America” and “North America” 
are in different volumes. Signed introductory essays of five 
to seven pages in length preface each regional section. The 
signed articles average one to two pages in length, with an 
occasional longer essay, such as the four-page entry on the 
“Han” (Chinese). Articles conclude with brief bibliographies 
of books, journal articles, and an occasional web site. There 

is inconsistency in the currency of some articles and in the 
currency and depth of some of the bibliographies. 

The third volume contains “Countries,” “Contemporary 
Issues,” and “Documents” sections. The “Countries” section 
includes seventy-seven alphabetically arranged articles on 
seventy-nine countries. In contrast, the United Nations has 
193 member states. Terse essays range from a single page 
article on “Philippines” to seven pages on “China.” These 
articles include “an evaluation of the historical and current 
importance of the nations profiled in terms of their relation-
ships with their native populations” (xx). Other than Russia, 
Eastern Europe is unrepresented in the “Countries” section, 
although “Bosniaks,” “Slovaks,” and other Eastern European 
indigenous groups are profiled in the “Groups” section. The 
third volume also includes forty-nine essays on contempo-
rary issues affecting native peoples. Longer than the articles 
on individual peoples and countries, these essays address 
global issues such as “Colonialism,” “Indigenous Peoples and 
the United Nations,” and “Water Rights.” Inexplicably, the ar-
ticle on the contemporary issue of “Women’s Rights” devotes 
half of its four pages to a discussion of women in traditional 
Iroquois society.

Text is interspersed with stock photographs and fifty-
eight sidebars, the latter on subjects ranging from “Dracula” 
to “Darfur Genocide.” Conveniently, there is a separate “List 
of Sidebars” in the “Contents.”

The work concludes with a “Documents” section, which 
consists of three documents, including the text of the “Dec-
laration of Indigenous Peoples of the World.” There is a 
nineteen-page bibliography of books with a single column 
of relevant web sites. The detailed index spans 107 pages.

A two-page grayscale world map adds little to the work; 
the Balkan Peninsula is crowded with abbreviations such as 
“B.H.” and “KO.” As for the unnamed pinpoints in Oceania, 
it is impossible to locate the individual islands referred to in 
the essays on “Melanesians” or “Micronesians.” Regional maps 
would have been more useful. 

There is overlap with the five-volume ABC-CLIO series, 
Ethnic Groups of the World, of which four volumes have been 
published: Jeffrey Cole’s Ethnic Groups of Europe: An Encyclo-
pedia (ABC-CLIO, 2011); John A. Shoup’s Ethnic Groups of 
Africa and the Middle East: An Encyclopedia (ABC-CLIO, 2011); 
James Minahan’s Ethnic Groups of South Asia and the Pacific: An 
Encyclopedia (ABC-CLIO, 2012); and James Minahan’s Ethnic 
Groups of the Americas: An Encyclopedia (ABC-CLIO, 2013). 
The final volume, covering ethnic groups in north, east, and 
central Asia, is due out at the end of 2013.

The four published volumes, priced at $89 each, contain 
alphabetically arranged, signed essays on more than 530 ethnic 
groups. The fifth volume will add another 100-150 peoples. 
While lacking features such as articles on countries and is-
sues, the ABC-CLIO series contains lengthier articles on more 
ethnic groups than are included in Native Peoples of the World: 
An Encyclopedia of Groups, Cultures, and Contemporary Issues. 

While leaving nearly 4,400 ethnic groups unexplored, 
either Native Peoples of the World: An Encyclopedia of Groups, 

http://www.amazon.com/Native-Peoples-World-Encyclopedia-Contemporary/dp/0765682222
http://www.amazon.com/Native-Peoples-World-Encyclopedia-Contemporary/dp/0765682222
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Cultures, and Contemporary Issues or the ABC-CLIO Ethnic 
Groups of the World series are recommended as starting 
points for ethnic studies research in high school, commu-
nity college, and undergraduate libraries.—J. Christina Smith, 
Anthropology/Sociology Bibliographer, Boston University, Boston, 
Massachusetts

The Oxford Companion to American Politics. By David 
Coates. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. 2 vols. 
acid free $295 (ISBN 978-978-0-19-976431-0). 

This new reference work on American politics offers a 
collection of 245 essays focusing on American political in-
stitutions and “international and domestic economic, social, 
and cultural conditions” (xiv).  Topics cover government 
institutional structure, concepts, ideologies, movements, 
and selected laws considered to be particularly important in 
American politics. Other essay topics cover selected groups 
and organizations, economic and social issues and policies, 
and foreign countries and their relationships with the United 
States. The essays, which include cross references and bibli-
ographies, provide historical background and contemporary 
description and analysis. The work has a subject index and 
“topical outline of entries” located at the end of volume 2. 
Contributors are mainly American and British scholars in 
political science, international relations, economics, public 
affairs, sociology, and communications.

The 2001 edition of The Oxford Companion to Politics of the 
World served as a starting point for the new work and source 
of many essays. The editors of the new work incorporated 
entries that they decided could be reprinted or updated.  In 
some cases this means that nearly the exact essay is used in 
the new book with little or no update to the text and its bib-
liography. For example the essay “Deregulation” is a reprint, 
except for 6 words alluding to the financial crisis of 2008, 
and the bibliography has three references from the 1980s 
and mid-1990s. This essay could have been updated with 
information about the deregulation of the financial industry 
in 1999, and the bibliography could have included more 
recent references. Also reprinted with little or no variation 
are essays for “Great Society,” “Federalism,” and “Finance, 
International.” Reprints may be understandable if this was a 
new edition of the 2001 work, but the impression is that the 
new work is completely new until you read the introduction 
and examine the text.

The wide variety of topics indicates the broad perspective 
taken in this work on American political discourse related to 
public policy and philosophy of government. Readers will 
find essays on issues such as liberalism, conservatism, abor-
tion, health care, marriage and family, child care, charter 
schools, climate change, immigration, gun control, AIDS, 
and domestic violence. Also, examples of economic issues 
covered are topics such as minimum wage, the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, business-government relations, 
Walmart, capitalism, and economic policy since World War 
II. Aside from two entries on state politics and urban sprawl, 

this work does not treat state and local politics in a com-
prehensive way. The presidents beginning with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt are treated in separate essays. The only other indi-
viduals with entries are Martin Luther King, Jr. and Osama 
Bin Laden. No women have essays, although there is one 
entry for first ladies.

There is no general essay focusing on US foreign policy 
in American politics. Essays deal with US relationships with 
Japan, India, Africa, Pakistan, Russia, Latin America, and the 
Middle East. Several countries, such as Iran, Israel, both Ko-
reas, and China, have separate essays that focus on political 
developments with some mention of US relations. There is an 
essay that focuses generally on human rights and humanitar-
ian concerns. 

Overall this new collection serves as a guide to key is-
sues in American politics, but the reliance on many essays 
and bibliographies written 12 years ago weakens the work 
even though the majority of the entries are more current. The 
criteria for selection of topics in foreign relations related to 
politics are unclear, and the biographical entries beyond the 
presidents are minimal. Recommended with reservations. 
—David Lincove, Professor, History, Political Science, Public Af-
fairs and Philosophy Librarian, Ohio State University Libraries, 
Columbus, Ohio

A Student Guide to Health: Understanding the Facts, 
Trends, and Challenges. Ed. by Yvette Malamud Ozer. 
Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2012. 5 vols. acid free $268 
(ISBN 978-0-313-39305-1). Ebook available (978-0-313-
39306-8), call for pricing.

This five-volume online encyclopedia, replicated from 
the print version, is accessible through ABC-CLIO’s e-books 
interface and consists of 1. Health Basics, 2. Nutrition and 
Physical Fitness, 3. Sexual Health and Development, 4. Alco-
hol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs, and 5. Mental and Emotional 
Health. The left-hand frame offers a hyperlinked list to each 
section within each volume. The centered frame, or “reading 
pane,” displays all text in particular sections, requiring users 
to scroll to see all the material.  

This encyclopedia is designed to provide high school stu-
dents with factual, authoritative information. Best practices 
are described and are supplemented by evidence-based advice 
from health professionals. 

The reference is well researched and organized. Each 
chapter has a list of resources and a glossary. Many Inter-
net resources are hyperlinked to their homepages. Glossary 
words in the text appear in boldface, but they are not hyper-
linked to the glossary. Hyperlinked cross referencing is used 
sparingly in the glossary sections. The master index entries 
list the print volume and page numbers for each subject and 
are hyperlinked to bring users to that section and text page in 
the online version. Subjects in the text are highlighted in yel-
low.  There are two appendixes. Appendix 1 is a mapping that 
ties National Health Education Standards to the encyclopedia 
content. Appendix 2 is a master list of resources consulted. 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Oxford-Companion-American-Politics/dp/019976431X
http://www.amazon.com/Student-Guide-Health-volumes-Understanding/dp/0313393052
http://www.amazon.com/Student-Guide-Health-volumes-Understanding/dp/0313393052

