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Reference Books

Biographical Dictionary, Civil War through Vietnam War (Mc-
Farland & Company, 2002) is comprehensive rather than 
selective and is arranged chronologically and then alphabeti-
cally by name. Rather than summarizing the combat details 
surrounding the Medal of Honor as African American War 
Heroes does, Hanna’s work quotes the text of each combat 
veteran’s Medal of Honor citation. Hanna’s work also includes 
the several African American seamen who were awarded a 
Medal of Honor, and in one case two, during peacetime, a 
practice since disallowed. Although Hanna traces the history 
of the Medal of Honor in his work’s introduction he too pre-
supposes that the Medal’s appearance is common knowledge 
or may be deduced from black and white photographs of 
Honor recipients wearing theirs.

Catherine Reef’s African Americans in the Military (Facts 
on File, 2004), differs from both Martin and Hanna by ex-
panding coverage to include African American participation 
in both combatant and non-combatant roles and by defining 
military service more broadly so as to include a spy, a journal-
ist, and a civilian interpreter. Reef’s more expansive approach 
to her subject results in greater coverage of African American 
women in the military which neither Martin’s nor Hanna’s 
more focused works permit.

African American War Heroes is suitable for public and 
school libraries. Academic libraries, especially those whose 
collections already include Hanna’s and Reef’s reference 
works, may purchase if comprehensiveness is a collection 
development policy. Otherwise, African American War Heroes 
may be considered supplemental rather than necessary.—
Sally Moffitt, Reference Librarian and Bibliographer for Anthro-
pology, History, Philosophy, Political Science; Africana, Asian, 
Judaic, Latin American, and Women’s Gender and Sexuality stud-
ies; Cohen Enrichment Collection, Langsam Library, University of 
Cincinnati, Ohio

American Immigration: An Encyclopedia of Political, 
Social, and Cultural Change. 2nd ed. Ed. by James Climent 
and John Radzilowski. Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference, 
2014. 4 vols. $399 (ISBN: 978-0-7656-8212-3). 

The first edition of the work, published as the Encyclopedia 
of American Immigration (Sharpe, 2001), garnered widespread 
praise. It was described by reviewers as “well-researched, 
well-written…” and “impressive” (Choice, Oct. 2011); “es-
sential in academic libraries and extremely useful in large 
and medium-sized public libraries.” (Booklist, Nov.1, 2001); 
and “An asset to any library supporting research in American 
history or immigration.” (School Library Journal, Feb. 2002). 
The advisory board consisted of “well-recognized experts in 
the field” (Library Journal, Sept. 15, 2001). Given this critical 
reception, it is little wonder that Sharpe choose to revisit such 
a well-regarded reference work. 

As the authors note in the Introduction, “most of the 
contentious issues surrounding American immigration to-
day would be very familiar to past generations.” (xix). The 
hot button issues of a century ago remain topics of concern 

today, from cultural assimilation and the economic benefits of 
immigration to the desirable rate of immigration. Given these 
continuities it is understandable that most essays remain 
substantively intact from the first edition. Volumes 1-3 con-
tain topical essays organized under themes, time periods, or 
regions. Almost all of the original contributors have returned 
for the new edition. They seem satisfied with their previ-
ous work, with good reason. The essays hold up well after a 
decade. While the authors bring events up to date and add 
newly released data, in most cases the core content remains 
the same. Commendably, all the bibliographies I reviewed 
were updated to include references to recent scholarship, and 
in some cases websites.

Volume 4 contains excerpts from primary source docu-
ments ranging from George Washington’s Revolutionary War 
letters to recent immigration reform efforts. Almost all of the 
historical documents from the first edition appear in the sec-
ond. The main additions are ten documents created after the 
publication of the 1st edition. 

While historical continuities abound, technology, ter-
rorism concerns, and changes in immigration patterns have 
raised new issues. These are not addressed in completely new 
essays in the 2nd edition, but updated information has been 
incorporated into relevant entries. For example, discussion 
of the Dream Act was added to the essay on Children and 
Adolescents, while a paragraph on the newly created Office 
of Homeland Security concludes the history of Immigration 
Agencies. There is also a new 21 page section in Volume 1 
covering the post 9/11 years with overviews of recent im-
migration legislation and the impact of 9/11 on policies and 
attitudes toward immigration. A detailed subject index facili-
tates the discovery of specific topics across essays.

Libraries not owning the first edition will find this a wel-
come addition to their reference collection. It upholds the 
standards of its predecessor, delivering solid well-written 
overviews of key topics. Those owning the first edition will 
want to replace it with this set which reflects recent events 
and points to the latest scholarship for those conducting 
further research.—Eric Novotny, Humanities Librarian, Penn-
sylvania State University, University Park, PA

Battles That Changed American History: 100 of the Great-
est Victories and Defeats. By Spencer C. Tucker. Santa 
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2014. 355 pages. acid free $89 
(ISBN: 978-1-4408-2861-4). Ebook available (978-1-4408-
2862-1), call for pricing.

A single volume encyclopedia, Spencer C. Tucker’s Battles 
that Changed American History: 100 of the Greatest Victories 
and Defeats contains 100 entries on military battles from the 
colonial period to the Iraq War. Each entry averages about 
three pages in length, contains an information box that lists 
the date of the battle, the location, opponents and winners, 
the commanders, approximate number of troops, and a brief 
sentence on the importance of the battle and all entries end 
with a brief suggested reading list. Many entries also contain 


