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In the mid-1990s, the practice of browser sniffing by looking for specific User-Agent val-
ues was so entrenched that many pages failed to work if the User-Agent did not appear to
be Netscape 3 by including that browser’s internal name, Mozilla/3.0. To prevent being
excluded from these pages, Microsoft released Internet Explorer 3.0 with a User-Agent
string that included Mozilla/3.0 (Compatible). When Explorer’s Version 4 was released
shortly after Netscape 4, its User-Agent string included Mozilla/4.0 (Compatible). This
string has remained in Explorer to the present.
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#!/usr/bin/perl

# log-parser.pl
# One of many ways to parse lines from the combined
# logfile format, such as:

# staff-pc-118.foo.org - - [11/Nov/2002:18:33:17 –0500]
# “GET /info/ill-policy.html HTTP/1.1” 200 14316
# “http://www.ourlibrary.org/circulation.html”
# “Opera 6.05”

# To use this script, enter “log-parser.pl [log file]”
# use the Text::Parsewords module to get the quotewords
# routine for intelligently handling quoted values
use Text::ParseWords;

while (<>) {
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 chop;
 # Separate the line into the following values using
 # whitespace (\s+) that is not inside quotes
 ($remote_host, $ident, $remote_user, $time, $time_zone,
$request,
 $status_code, $bytes_sent, $referrer, $user_agent) =
 &quotewords(‘\s+’, 0, $_);

 # Remove the square brackets from the date and time zone
 $time =~ s/^\[//;
 $time_zone =~ s/\]$//;

 # The following lines will vary depending and specific
 # needs. This version report only on lines with 4xx and
 # 5xx status codes.
 if ($status_code >= 400) {
 print “$request\n”;
 print “Returns status code $status_code\n”;

 # If there is a real value for the referrer, print it.
 if ($referrer ne “-”) {
 print “Referring page was $referrer\n”;
 } else {
 print “[No referring page was logged]\n”;
 }

 print “\n”;
 }
}
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