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staff in the implementation process so 
they can help library users operating in 
an RDA environment.

Mering and her colleagues have 
provided a useful introduction to 
RDA. It is just that, however—an 
introduction. This book is best viewed 
as an entry point, and Mering is very 
clear about this; it is meant for a gen-
eral audience, and only gives a very 
basic outline of what RDA is and how 
it is to be used. The book’s chief values 
lie in its explanation of FRBR, which is 
clear rather than obfuscated, and in its 
suggestions for implementation, which 
are well thought out and very prac-
tical.—Seth Huber (sahuber@email 
.wcu.edu), Western Carolina Univer-
sity, Cullowhee, North Carolina

References

1. RDA: Resource Description & Access 
(Chicago: ALA; Ottawa: Canadian 
Library Association; London: Char-
tered Institute of Library and Infor-
mation Professionals, 2010).

2.  International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions, State-
ment of International Cataloguing 
Principles, accessed May 9, 2014, 
www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/
icp/icp_2009-en.pdf. 

3. Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 
2nd ed., 2002 rev., 2005 update (Chi-
cago: American Library Association; 
Ottawa: Canadian Library Associa-
tion; London: Chartered Institute of 
Library and Information Profession-
als, 2002). 

4. Music Library Association, Best Prac-
tices for Music Cataloging Using 
RDA and MARC21, version 1.0.1, 
accessed May 9, 2014, http://bcc 
.musiclibraryassoc.org/BCC-Historical/ 
BCC2014/RDA%20Best%20Practic 
es%20for%20Music%20Cataloging_
v101.pdf.

Making the Move to RDA: A Self-
Study Primer for Catalogers. By 
Chamya Pompey Kincy and Sara Shat-
ford Layne. Lanham, MD: Rowman 

rules and guidelines. The chapter con-
cludes with tables giving the various 
RDA elements and their core status, 
of what they are attributes, where 
they are found in RDA, and how 
they are recorded in MARC. While 
this chapter offers sample records for 
formats beyond the book, there are 
no explanations for the more special-
ized fields (511 and 518, for example). 
Although mention is made of spe-
cialized guidelines such as the Best 
Practices for Music Catalogingand the 
as-yet unpublished OnLine Audiovi-
sual Catalogers DVD best practices, 
it may have been better to omit the 
sample records rather than offer them 
with no explanation.4 The potential 
exists for real confusion, especially if 
catalogers who are working with an 
unfamiliar format use these samples 
as a template instead of seeking out 
the specialized guidelines or consult-
ing RDA itself. The sample record in 
Figure 2.36 (70), which describes a 
book with an accompanying CD, also 
makes the mistake of placing $3 in the 
wrong location in the 33X fields. This 
mistake does not appear serious, but 
since these fields are new and have 
the potential to be useful to users, 
catalogers should not be confused 
about the proper encoding of these 
elements. The RDA guidelines for 
creating authority records are also 
explained in the book. The reader 
is taken step-by-step through RDA 
chapter 9 and is then shown how these 
elements correspond to the MARC 
authority format. As in the FRBR 
chapter, helpful exercises are offered 
throughout and at the close of each 
chapter.

A real strength of this volume lies 
in its final chapter, written by Casey 
Kralik. The question of how best to 
implement RDA has been hanging 
over the heads of librarians for some 
time, and Kralik outlines a phased pro-
cess for implementation. Kralik also 
makes a point of including ILS con-
cerns in her plan. She recognizes the 
importance of involving public services 

from the vacuum in which it some-
times seems to exist and makes it more 
concrete. Where many explanations 
of FRBR simply describe the varying 
entities in Groups 1, 2, and 3, Moll 
orients her description of these enti-
ties around a single work, in this case 
“the bibliographic universe surround-
ing The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” 
(4). By focusing on a particular work, 
the reader gets a clear picture of the 
entities and attributes associated with 
the work and how they correspond 
to the FRBR model. The key to this 
chapter’s success is the wealth of dia-
grams explaining how FRBR maps to 
real works. Rather than simply offer-
ing explanations, the chapter is pep-
pered with small exercises related to 
the material at hand. It ends with 
three larger exercises that both solidify 
the FRBR model and help the read-
er navigate the RDA Toolkit, which 
derives its organization from FRBR. 
The chapter concludes with diagrams 
that guide readers through RDA based 
on whether they are identifying an 
attribute or a relationship.

Once the theory is explained, 
the actual application of RDA is 
addressed in the context of biblio-
graphic and authority records. Rather 
than immediately describing how to 
create records, a list of key differ-
ences between RDA and the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules, second 
edition (AACR2) is provided, such 
as the concept of core and core-if, 
the lack of abbreviations, and the 
elimination of the rule of three.3 The 
reader is then guided through the 
process of creating an original cata-
loging record for a book using RDA 
with citations of the applicable rules 
and associated Library of Congress 
Program for Cooperative Cataloging 
Policy Statements (LC-PCCs). Fol-
lowing this is a very helpful table that 
maps the MARC fields to the RDA 
elements and instruction numbers. 
This table reinforces the structure of 
the RDA Toolkit and further solidifies 
the reader’s knowledge of how to find 
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resources, and authority records, and 
provides detailed examples and side-
by-side comparisons of RDA and 
AACR2. This section is especially use-
ful to those creating and modifying 
RDA records.

The book begins with a helpful 
list of essential acronyms decoded and 
explained, and ends with a bibliogra-
phy of cataloging tools, standards, poli-
cies, guidelines, and training materials. 
This reviewer particularly appreciated 
the straightforward description of the 
RDA Toolkit’s organization. This expo-
sition complements previous works on 
this topic, providing more detail of the 
contrast between RDA and AACR2 
than Chris Oliver’s Introducing RDA: 
A Guide to the Basics (ALA Editions, 
2010) while also being somewhat easi-
er to browse than Magda El-Sherbini’s 
RDA: Strategies for Implementation 
(ALA Editions, 2013).

Making the Move to RDA will be 
useful to new and experienced catalog-
ers alike who lack an understanding 
of RDA, especially those working in 
a MARC environment. The book is a 
strong reference guide that will help 
catalogers navigate the current mix-
ture of RDA and AACR2 records that 
coexist in today’s catalogs.—Hilary L. 
Robbeloth (hrobbeloth@pugetsound 
.edu), University of Puget Sound, 
Tacoma, Washington

and recording attributes, relationships 
between entities, and the organization 
of RDA. The chapter detailing the 
major differences between RDA and 
AACR2 describes differences in ter-
minology (such as using “access point” 
instead of “heading”), conceptual 
distinctions between the two codes, 
and changes in other areas such as 
transcription, granularity, and source 
information.

Part 2 aims to teach the read-
er how to master RDA basics, and 
explains the major instructions con-
tained in RDA, including how to 
record relationships. This section also 
describes the attributes of manifesta-
tions and items. It provides instruction 
on the organization of bibliographic 
elements in RDA chapters 1–4; the 
attributes of works and expressions 
in RDA chapters 5–7; attributes of 
people, families, corporate bodies, and 
places in RDA chapters 8–11 and 16; 
and recording relationships between 
Group 1 entities (works, expressions, 
manifestations, and items) and Group 
2 entities (people, families, and corpo-
rate bodies).

Part 3, which focuses on apply-
ing RDA in the MARC environment, 
examines the creation and interpreta-
tion of bibliographic and authority 
records. This section instructs catalog-
ers on creating and interpreting bib-
liographic records for books, nonbook 

and Littlefield, 2014. 332 p. $75.00 
softcover (ISBN: 978-0-8108-8769-5).

Organized in three parts, Mak-
ing the Move to RDA is a guidebook 
for applying RDA: Resource Descrip-
tion and Access, the successor to the 
Anglo-American Cataloging Rules 
(AACR2). Author Chamya Pompey 
Kincy was a UCLA life and social 
science cataloger and active on com-
mittees in the Medical Library Asso-
ciation (MLA), American Library 
Association (ALA), and the Program 
for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC). 
Chamya had almost finished her book 
when she died of cancer at age thirty-
seven. UCLA colleague, Sara Shatford 
Layne, finished the book and had it 
published in memorial to Kincy.

Part 1 discusses RDA’s history 
and use, models and organization, 
and major differences with AACR2. 
This section can be read to gain a 
basic understanding of the background 
and development of RDA. The first 
chapter outlines RDA’s objectives and 
principles, and clarifies the main differ-
ences with AACR2, namely the family 
of conceptual models that underpin 
RDA: the Functional Requirements 
for Bibliographic Records (FRBR), 
Functional Requirements for Author-
ity Data (FRAD), and Functional 
Requirements for Subject Authority 
Data (FRSAD). Part I also introduces 
Group 1, 2, and 3 entities, describing 


