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3tl ed. Chicago: American LibraryAs-
sociation; Ottawa: Canadian Library
Association, 1997. 394p. $45 IISBN
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As the title indicates. the author of this

work has set himself a larse task. Even at
394 pages, a work that addresses both
topics will of necessitv use a broad treat-
ment. This book is a'general text, not a
specialist'.s text or a hindbook fbr either
topic. In the prelace, Hagler states that
this is not a 

-how-to 
man"ual' "This is a

conceptual treatment ol current biblio-
graphic practice in the context of its prin-
ciples and history....It acknowledgei pri-
mary, rather than secondary, sources in
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the lbrmulation of that practice" (p. w).
The work, structured in two parts, has

many strengths. In Part I (chapters l-5),
Hagler discusses the principles of bibliog-
raphic control in library and nonlibrary
environments, and in Part II (chapters
6-9 and an appendix) he discusses library
standards fbr record creation. Hagler does
an excellent job of keeping the reader
aware of the very diff'erent contexts in
which bibliographic records exist ({bot-
notes, print bibliographies, abstracts, in-
dexes, and library catalogs). He highlights
and explains clearly the di{Iereice"be-
tween, and issues surroundinq, the docu-
ment (item) and the work (co"ntent).

Chapter 6, "Controlled-Vocabulary
Name Access Points," is interesting in
view of the October 1997 Toronto conl'er-
ence on the {uture of the Anglo-American
Cataloguing Rules, 2d edition (AACL2).
Hagler very ellectively compares and con-
trasts Cutter'.s cataloging rules and
AACR2, noting how each is #I'ected by
the technology of its time. The authort
clear, consistent distinction between
document and item and his discussions of
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the problematic issues of series and serials
combine to give readers a context in which
to view the current discussions ofAACR2.

At the concerrtual level, this book is a
comprehensive bverview o{ its subject,
witlicreative discussions of the relation-
ship of technology to bibliographic d-ata,.
Hagler is a pro{'essor at the School of
Library, Archival, and In{brmation
Studies, at the University of British Co-
lumbia. He wrote the first edition as a
beginning catalogingtext; this third edi-
tion continues to serve that I'unction
well. Any {'urther edition would be im-
proved by the addition of a bibliography
ind more illustrative examples to make
Hagler'.s reasoning clearer to both ex-
perts and nonexperts.- 

Hagler explains carelully the book'.s
lack of l{brmal bibliography: "The journal
Iiterature in this lield remains the lbl-

mented in notes" (p. xv). This omission

will disappoint many readers, both stu-
dents ani'librarians, who would appreci-
ate more convenrent access to further
readings on the topics Hagler discusses..

Ma"ny of the topics treated in this book
would benefit from more examples and
supporting data. Occasional overstate-
-"ntr. ru"h as "...serendipitous meander-
ing may have caused the awarding of more
Nibel-Prizes than pulposelully directed
experiment" (p. 95-96), emphasize a
point, but some of Hagler'.s assertions
iryould be easier to understand if accom-
panied by fuller explanations.

The followins comments are interest-
ing, but an absence ofsupporting data or
eximples leaves the reader in doubt about
the context of the statement.

"The most traditionally printed bound
book is not published if it was produced
onlv {br Drivate distribution..." (p' 5).
'fr'"dition'ullv, name authority work is
done in the'largest libraries...by people
trained as descriptive cataloguers..'Sub-

iect authority wo.], it dott" in t-hose librar-
ies by people whose qualilications include
graduite degt""* in an academic subject
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discipline..." (p. I19). 'Yet failure to exam-

cannot expect readers to have a wealth of
experience {rom which to draw. The li-
brary cataloging world has tended toward
specialization by media, so even experi-
enced catalogers can have limited knowl-
edge o{' speci{ic areas.

Hagler is sometimes vague where clar-
ity is vital. Several times, he states that
online public access catalogs are multifile
databases that incorporaie Abstractinq
and Indexing (A&I) products (p. 27, fS]
f87). This ii misleading. Acceiss to the
A&I products via a subfile or menu option
is a widespread online catalog f'eature, but
true integration into the library'.s catalog
of bibliographic records is raie. In thii
case, a ref'erence is required so the reader
c'an see such an online catalog in action.
Similar cases are lbund in thi need lbr
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clarilication regarding the weakness of

The promotional flyer from the pub-
lisher calls this "the most comprehensive
text on creating clear and complete bibli-
ographic recoids." This state-ment does
not describe the book accurately. To the
contrary, the author states, "This book has
nevei purported to be a how-to manual..."

it treat the subject ofinformation technol-
ogy in a technical manner. This book be-

INDEx ro Aovnnrtsnns

ACRL 72,79
AIAA 2
ALCTS 84
Archival 7I
Blackwelli I
EBSCOdoc cover 4
Library ofCongress cover 2
Library Technologies cover 3
OCLC Forest 6
OCLC Online 44,75




