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deliberations is represented in sev-
eral ways. Each volume includes a
marked-up version of the Statement
of Principles and glossary showing
the changes made at the meeting
reported. Barbara Tillett provides a
summary in each volume of the posi-
tions taken by the representatives on
each point at the preceding meetings.
Each volume also includes the reports
of the meeting’s working groups for a
common set of five topics: personal
names, corporate bodies, seriality,
uniform titles and General Materials
Designations (GMDs), and multipart
items. However, the working notes
tend to be sketchy, and there is relative-
ly little interaction between the posi-
tions taken or detailed development of
arguments for or against them. When
it comes to revising the Statement of
International Cataloguing Principles,
consensus rules.

These volumes are numbers 29,
32, and 35 in the IFLA Series on
Bibliographic Control, and also are
available as e-books from K.G. Saur.
Additional information about the
series of IFLA Meetings of Experts on
an International Cataloging Code can
be found on the website of the IFLA
Cataloguing Section under IME-ICC
(www.ifla.org/en/node/576)—Stephen
Hearn (s-hear@umn.edu), University
of Minnesota, Minneapolis.
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Intellectual Property: Everything
the Digital-Age Librarian Needs
to Know. By Timothy Lee Wherry.
Chicago: ALA, 2008. 141p. $50.00

(ALA members $45.00) softbound
(ISBN 978-0-8389-0948-5).

On first impression, the word
“everything” in the subtitle worried
me; I am skeptical of such obvious
hyperbole. Although a single slim book
can not address everything a librarian
needs to know about intellectual prop-
erty, Timothy Lee Wherry has written
an excellent introduction to patent,
copyright, and trademark issues for
librarians. Aspiring inventors, authors,
artists, and business people often rely
on public and academic libraries for
help in researching intellectual prop-
erty issues, so librarians need to be
familiar with common issues and basic
search techniques. Despite the legal
and technical topics discussed, the text
is easy to read, with many examples to
illustrate concepts.

Wherry begins by explaining the
distinctions between patents, trade-
marks, and copyright in simple terms.
He uses familiar examples, such as
Crest toothpaste, as examples of the
interplay between different types of
intellectual property. The opening
chapter also introduces some issues
that arise when intellectual property
laws must cope with new technolo-
gies. Wherry weaves more examples
of legal disputes involving patents,
copyrights, and trademarks through-
out the book, illustrating how courts
interpret intellectual property law in
new contexts. The varied and current
examples are a strength of the book,
but unfortunately the author does not
provide complete citations or a table
of cases. He frequently mentions a
case by brief name, such as Field v.
Google, without indicating the year or
the court that decided the case.

Wherry devotes two chapters
each to patents and trademarks. In the
first chapter on patents, he discusses
the three types of patents granted in
the United States, requirements for
obtaining a patent, concepts such as
expiration and assignees, and patent
history. He also discusses and gives
examples of hobby patenting, patent
trolls, and efforts to make inventions
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profitable after a patent is secured.
Librarians may want to share the sec-
tion on the cost of securing a pat-
ent with hobby inventors. Librarians
involved in developing policies for
disseminating research should read
the requirements section carefully; for
example, I immediately thought about
potential issues in adding dissertations
to institutional repositories while read-
ing about the originality requirement.

The second chapter on patents
explains how to search U.S. patents
online. Wherry points out that the
online patent search is a fairly recent
innovation and the database lacks
many pre—1975 records, but it is use-
ful for helping inventors perform a
preliminary search before spending
money to travel to a patent depository
or hire a patent attorney for a complete
search of the paper and microform
records. As the author mentions, web-
pages change frequently, but while
some of the screen shots are out-
dated, I was able to find and perform
all the search steps without difficulty.
While the book warns librarians not to
slip from explaining search strategies
to interpreting patents (since patent
interpretation is legal advice), I wish
this warning had been given earlier
and repeated in the context of trade-
mark searching. The authors experi-
ence in working with inventors on
patent searches is obvious throughout
this chapter; for example, he discusses
the importance of keeping thorough
search notes, so if a patent attorney is
hired later the attorney will not need to
duplicate searches.

The two chapters on trademarks
are also divided between a discus-
sion of concepts and issues and a
step-by-step explanation of how to
search trademarks. Librarians working
with business people are likely to find
these chapters particularly valuable.
The concepts chapter explains the
difference between state and federal
trademarks, the benefits of registering
trademarks, and the economic value
of trademarks, then discusses con-
troversies involving trademarks, such
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as buying up Internet domain names
with the intent of selling them to the
trademark holder at an inflated price.
The search chapter explains how to
search for federally registered trade-
marks using the Patent and Trademark
Office’s online database. Step-by-step
instructions are given for searching for
both word and graphic trademarks.
Although the author cautions that
screenshots may not match current
webpages, I did not notice any differ-
ences between the trademark search
chapter screenshots and the website
when I tried the example searches.
While searching state trademarks and
unregistered trademarks was beyond
the scope of the chapter, the author
does mention that Internet search
engines can be useful in identifying
trademarks in use.

The single chapter on copyright
uses photographs, music and other
sound recordings, fiction and nonfic-
tion writing, and other creative works
as examples of the six rights secured
by copyright, suggesting the com-
plexities of applying copyright law
in different contexts. Wherry does a
good job of introducing the concept
of fair use, emphasizing that four fac-
tors are balanced in deciding whether
a specific use qualifies for the fair
use exemption. The brief section on
fair use in distance education set-
tings is just enough to alert librarians
to the need for further information
when developing policies related to
electronic reserves, course manage-
ment software, and online tutorials or
classes. Sections on the Conference
on Fair Use guidelines, the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act, and
recent court cases are sufficient to
alert librarians to the need to pay
attention to changing interpretations
of copyright law.

The author explains that copyright
registration is no longer required in
the United States. Orphan works (that
is, works still in their copyright protec-
tion period but for which the copyright
owner is uncertain), have been a topic
of concern to librarians and others in

recent years, but the book does not
discuss the difficulty a lack of a regis-
tration requirement poses for people
who want to secure permission to
use copyrighted materials. Like many
introductions to copyright, this one
asserts that “government documents
are not copyrighted” (69) without clar-
ifying that while U.S. federal govern-
ment documents are not copyrighted,
state and local government documents
are protected by copyright unless the
state has decided otherwise.

This chapter is a good orienta-
tion to copyright, but most librarians
will need more information. Complete
Copyright: An Everyday Guide for
Librarians and Copyright Law for
Librarians and Educators are easily
read books targeted at librarians, but
the slightly more technical but com-
prehensive Distance Learning and
Copyright is an essential reference
for librarians who deal with copyright
issues extensively.!

The book includes two appen-
dixes and an index. The first appendix
consists of Yehuda Berlingers verse
versions of the copyright, patent, and
trademark codes. Wherry says he finds
these verses, with stanzas headed by
the relevant code reference, useful in
locating specific statutes. The second
appendix is a list of patent and trade-
mark depository libraries by state. The
index is fairly good; I was able to find
references to terms such as “cyber-
squatting” and mechanical patents,
company names, court cases, and major
laws, but there was no cross-reference
from lawyer to attorney. A bibliography
of suggested readings would have been
a useful addition, as would a table of
cases mentioned in the text.

This slim book is an excellent
brief introduction to intellectual prop-
erty issues for librarians and library
staff. The step-by-step explanations
of searching free online patent and
trademark databases will be useful in
most public, academic, and special
libraries.—Ginger Williams (ginger.
williams@uwichita.edu), Wichita State
University, Wichita, Kansas.
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Scholarly Communication Edu-
cation Initiatives: By Kathleen A.
Newman, Deborah D. Blecic, and
Kimberly L. Armstrong. Washington
D.C.: Association of Research
Libraries, 2007. 198p. $45.00 soft-
bound (ISBN 1-59407-792-4). SPEC
Kit 299.

The SPEC Kit series, published by
the Association of Research Libraries
(ARL), serves the unique purpose of
providing current research library prac-
tices and policies guides for working
librarians. Scholarly Communication
Education Initiatives, SPEC Kit 299,
surveys ARL libraries on scholarly
communication education initiatives
with the purpose of finding out “what
kind of initiatives ARL member librar-
ies have used or plan to use to educate
faculty, administrators, students, and
library staff at their institutions about
scholarly communication issues” (19).

The survey was conducted in May
2007, and since then there has been a
flurry of activity to start education pro-
grams in academic libraries. Despite
the fact that the book was published
two years ago, it provides useful infor-
mation that could help libraries who
are planning or newly implementing
a scholarly communication education
program. Without a doubt, most (if
not all) library administrators are grap-
pling with how to best instruct their
librarians on these complex issues,
with the intention that librarians will
in turn educate others in their aca-
demic community.

This book focuses primarily on
which person or group is spearhead-
ing education efforts and how they



