
tutions or in particular topical areas. Nine
papers deal with this aspect. Here too the
papers i.re diverse. Some deal with
.scalability ol the digital library in 

" 
el"b"i

environment. Others look at imnlemienta_
tion in partic.ular, specialized arJas such as
torensic medicine and botanical hyperme_
dia information systems. yet ot(6rs dis_
cuss support lbr manipulation o{ large
quantities o{'statistical dita and use oftX.
digital lihrary to .support science teachin(.
It is clear Inrm the.se paper.s that o g.ri't
deal ot work is being d-one in testing ideas
and models in test-bed initiatives.

The issue of the human-machine inter_
f'ace for a digital library is atld.essed bv
Iour articles. Two deal with interface is'_
sues a-s tley apply to the scalability of.the
tligital Iibraries with very Iarge collections.
How can inlbrmational-cont"ent be orqan_
ized in large collections so that usersian
identily and select appropriate sources?
Others deal more *ith ii*rr"* {rom the
user'.s perspectives-how should users
best interact with the di,{ital librarv?

Seven paperu deal riith is,sues'ol' or_
ganization of inlbrmation within didtal
libraries. Once again, the topic.s wi?hin
this group are very diverse. Tlrey dealwith
tlat-a compression and indexing; storaf,e
and retrieval ol videos; fintling syntactlc
and semantic relationships in difital docu_

rnitymemriry,, to join
raries with the aciivi_
nembers; and using
to enhance retrievJ
abases.
r issues, of course, is
i,een publishing and
wironment. Manyof
n-s ol implemeniing
this area. Several ol.

the papers presented deal *ith thi.s in
P"tling: However, one paper take.s a more
in-depth look at this fut;re relationship
through a description of pnrject ELVYN:
a project that links the Institute of phvsics
Publishing with a numbe, uf 

"c",l"*ic 
li_

b*T",r 
{gr.Jhe purpgsg ol'testing a new

model of inlbrmation delivery fi"om'publish_
ers to librarie.s.

,., Finally,three papers look at the digital
lrbrary within the context of intelliient
agents of various sorts that will shanJthe
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digital library and will allow users un_
precedented access to infbrmation. There
is wide recognition that the digital envi_
ronment both rerluires and is am'enable to
"i ntelligent" trxrli lbr information acce.s.s.

sential introductions to current thought
and research into the digital library ol'ihe
I tture.-Peter Liebschir, palmer' School
of 

,Library untl Informntion Science, Long
I.slund Unioersitrl

Format lntegration and. Its Effect on
C ataloging, Training, anil i-yetems:
Papers Presented at the ALCTS

tions, no.4. Chicago: ALA, 1g93. l l0o.
(rsBN 0-8389{452$). LC 93_t972i.



I94/ LRTS . 40(2) . Book Reoieas

formation Committee (MARBI) Precon-
ference on fbrmat integration held be{bre
the 1992 ALA Conference in San Fran-
cisco, Cali{brnia. Authors of the chapters
were speakers at the preconf'erence, com-
inq from varying buf related prol'essional
fie*lds of 

"nd""r'ot 
each one well versed

on the intricacies of {brmat integration: a
programmer, a technical services librar-
ian, a network trainer, a Library of Con-

eral systems librarians.
Beginning with a brief introduction,

Coyle, technical specialist lbr the Univer-
sity of California'.s MELVYL system, re-
-irrds us that the authors of the articles
have had no real experience with format

the effect ol'Ibrmat integration on cata-
Ioging, the treatment of monographic,
*ultlmedia, and serials materials, train-
inq, documentation concerns, the vital
rol-es of the utilities, the impact of format
inteqration on local systems, and the end
,"r,rIt o., online public access catalogs.

As the impact on various fbrmats is
discussed in chapters entitled "Mono-
graphic Materials," "Multimedia Materi-
i ls,t  and "Serials," examples ot 'MARC
records before and a{ter {brmat integra-
tion are given, each preceded by a concise

one topic easily leads into the next.
ThJ arrrrendix consists of charts com-

narine the display ofthe leader, 006 field,
i"d tf," 008 ti;ld of ocLC, the Research
Libraries Inlbrmation Network, and the
Western Library Network (WLN). A glgs-
sarv and acronvms {bllow. An added index
of iUa.nc fiel<is is included at the end.

Readers might want to compare parts
of this book with the "special Section:

ner, cnmplete with examples o{'MARC rec-
ords, althbugh not as extensive and without
the be{bre-after comparisons.

It is much ea^sier now than two years
ago to obtain up-to-date inlbrmation on
t[e implementation of {brmat integration.
With electronic resources so readily avail-
able, a wealth of information is available.
Now it is possible, with only a {'ew clicks
of a mouse button, to go directly to the
World Wide Web pages and Peruse not
only technical serviies of individual librar-
ies, but also those ofthe utilities.

March I, 1996. On October 13, 1995,
OCLC announced through its home page
(httrr://www.oclc.orqloclcy'press/95 l0 I3.
htm) that it hopes ti be finished with its
implementation of the final phase by
March 3, 1996, a date agreed upon after



consultation with the Libraryof Congre.s.s,
the National Library of Canada, ISM Li-
brary Information Services, the Research
Library-Group, and the Western Library
Network.

Format integration is now reality. Cer-
tainly, a maior c"oncern now has to be the
.eaciion of system vendors toward imple-
mentation. Have the vendors' reactioni to
fbrmat integration implementation been
slow (or nonexistent)? Or have the vendors
taken swift and timely action toward full
implementation? lt ii indeed l'rustrating,
{br instance, lbr catalogers who find it nef-

integration to take another look at this
gem of a handbook. No doubt the subiect
matter will be better understood now than
it was in 1993, when the book was first
published, although in 1996, as in lgg3,
librarians are .still grappling with how their
li brari e s m i ght b e-affbi:te d.-by l'o rm at int e -
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gration. Regardles.s, through use of this
book along with the classii Formnt Inte-
gration and lts Effea on the USMARC
Bibllograythic Format, now available in a
third edition, the planning {br and imple-
mentation of fbrmat integration should
unlbld as Coyle so preciseiy stated in her
chapter entitled "Online Public Access
Catalogs": "Format Integration repre-
sents a-"n evolution of'the i-tSUeRC'tbr-
mats, not a revolution. . . . If Format Inte-
gration truly is successful, the users never
will know it happened" (p.98).-Kathleen
Sparkman, Library Technical Sensices,
C at alo gin g, B ay lor (Jnioe rsity
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