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should be careful to avoid self-censorship of such mate-
rials, as they are essential to a vibrant collection. Placing 
materials in a different section, limiting the ability of mi-
nors to check out certain materials, and placing other bar-
riers between a patron and any material goes against the 
grain of inclusive libraries and can be considered forms of 
censorship.

The author also takes a strong stance on disreputable 
information. Librarians are not arbiters of information, 
merely providers. Ahistorical texts, pseudo-science, and 
disreputable self-help varieties of literature should also be 
included. As difficult as this is for librarians accustomed 
to providing the most accurate information available, the 
principles of inclusivity require that these popular but of-
ten inaccurate books be represented so that the readers can 
judge for themselves their accuracy and merit. This is per-
haps the most difficult inclusivity requirement for librar-
ians. The passion for accuracy and repute of sources that 
pervades the profession makes the acquisition of obviously 
untrue materials extremely difficult but necessary.

Inclusive collection development also requires pro-
actively seeking out resources, book lists, and collection 

development materials that represent the interests of mi-
nority groups of the community. Resources for handling 
collection challenges are provided in the text, with multi-
ple references to the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom 
(OIF) and the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF). 
Two appendices are also included to aid in proactively 
locating LGBT materials and small and alternative press-
es for a full and varied collection. The constant reitera-
tion of the same standards of intellectual freedom as they 
apply to every scenario is slightly tedious. However, given 
the focus of the book, this repetition is instructive rath-
er than arbitrary. It serves to center each issue in terms of 
the priorities of the Library Bill of Rights and the First 
Amendment quite clearly in each section. For students 
intending to work in public libraries and studying intel-
lectual freedom, this is a great textbook. Additionally, for 
administrators and other librarians involved in collection 
development and the creation of policy this is an intensely 
grounding resource. The appendices are especially rele-
vant for the purposes of affirming and proactively inclu-
sive collection development.
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Free speech on college and university campuses in the 
United States is a complex topic with competing and con-
flicting rights, governing body responsibilities, goals, legal 
precedents, popular views, and purposes. To untangle all 
of this requires both attention to fine legal points and a 
broad view of societal needs. Chemerinsky and Gillman 
have the expertise and experience to bring both these 
characteristics to bear on discussions of this topic, but they 
do much more: they outline specific policies that can and 
should be followed by universities and colleges in seeking 
to provide the best of higher education. Chemerinsky (The 
Conservative Assault on the Constitution, The Case Against the 
Supreme Court, Closing the Courthouse Door: How Your Con-
stitutional Rights Became Unenforceable) and Gillman (Amer-
ican Constitutionalism: Structures of Government, The Votes 
that Counted: How the Court Decided the 2000 Presidential 
Election) have distinguished positions at the University of 
California, Irvine, School of Law and taught an under-
graduate seminar on Free Speech on College Campuses in 
2016. Their combined voices bring a clarity and, surpris-
ingly, brevity to this topic that are rare.

Chapter One lists very recent events and court cases 
related to free speech on campuses, explaining the con-
tradictions and legal problems involved. The tension be-
tween providing supportive educational environments 
for minorities and underrepresented populations and the 
critical need for free speech in democracies is present-
ed in a compelling and sympathetic manner. The current 
population of students is not denigrated as overly sensitive 
or cushioned, but the critical place of First Amendment 
rights is also clearly demonstrated. The authors believe 
that the principles of free speech and the associated con-
stitutional rights are at risk, in part, because the Office of 
Civil Rights (OCR) in the US Department of Education 
have muddled the issues involved and have initiated inves-
tigations when none should have occurred. The authors 
believe that both inclusive educational environments and 
defense of free speech are possible if their guidelines are 
followed.

Chapter Two details the primacy of free speech in 
constitutional law and provides a brief history of First 
Amendment rights in the United States. The distinction 
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between past attempts to censor speech by the govern-
ment and current calls for censorship by the very student 
bodies that demanded free speech in the 1960s is explored 
in ways that will make the Vietnam War era much more 
real than recitations of dates and events typically do. The 
Berkeley Free Speech Movement is placed in the legal 
context that gives it meaning beyond background color; it 
demanded that university administrators provide two dif-
ferent types of speech zones, an arrangement that has had 
lasting effects on the free speech rights of post-secondary 
students.

Chapter Three explores the role of colleges and univer-
sities in American society and how it has changed signifi-
cantly from keepers of known truth to havens of contin-
uous discovery of truth. This essential role is the basis for 
requiring free speech to thrive on campuses, but it seems 
little understood by today’s students or citizens. Chapter 
Four delves into the legal definition of hate speech and its 
status in American law. This critical area of law is relevant 
to free speech on campuses because it is hate speech that is 
under attack when calls for censorship of speech are heard 
on today’s campuses. What constitutes hate speech, and 
what must be tolerated for inquiry to flourish? In many 
ways, this is the heart of the authors’ arguments for greater 
protection for First Amendment rights on campuses.

Chapter Five outlines clearly what campuses can and 
cannot do in controlling (and censoring) speech. Given 
the previous chapters, one should be able to follow this 
delineation easily, but legal arguments and precedents are 
complex. This book cries to be used as a textbook in an 
undergraduate course where students trace these precepts 

back to the authors’ reasoning in previous chapters, or as 
a launching pad for graduate student research on any of 
these distinctions.

Chapter Six draws the necessities of both free speech 
and inclusive education together to demonstrate how 
they can and should work in tandem to fulfill the role of 
American colleges and universities. This, of course, would 
require a clear understanding by those in the Department 
of Education’s OCR to clarify institutions’ responsibilities 
and OCR’s own working model. Dare we hope that the 
publisher provides OCR with numerous copies?

Although other books on First Amendment rights in 
academia exist, none is as up-to-date nor as accessibly 
written as this one. Every academic librarian should have 
this book as required reading, since we so often find our-
selves lonely voices defending First Amendment rights on 
our campuses. These are not theoretical situations that are 
presented; the authors’ experiences teaching an under-
graduate seminar on free speech are echoes of this review-
er’s experiences attempting to help our Affirmative Action 
office navigate the fraught climate on campus after the 
2016 presidential election. However, it is never enough for 
librarians to speak only among themselves; the authors are 
eminent academic scholars and administrators, and their 
voices should be heard by all in the American academic 
community. This reviewer examined an advanced copy 
of Free Speech on Campus, which lacked a planned index. 
Even without an index, this title would be essential for all 
academic libraries and should be considered for Big Read 
or One Book programs.
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In September of 2017 Equifax, one of the three major 
consumer credit reporting agencies in the United States, 
announced its system security had been breached and con-
fidential consumer information may have fallen into the 
hands of hackers. Although reports of system intrusions 
are released almost daily, this breach was of particular 
significance: sensitive data, including personal, identify-
ing and financial data, was compromised for an estimat-
ed 143 million consumers in the United States. Just this 

week, Equifax further disclosed another 15 million cli-
ent records were breached in the United Kingdom. Any 
consumer who has received credit of any kind is famil-
iar with the big three credit reporting agencies—Equifax, 
TransUnion, and Experian—as these agencies house the 
financial identities American consumers. With such vast 
data stores, credit reporting agencies are prime and poten-
tially profitable targets for hackers. All the information a 
hacker needs to steal a financial identify of a victim resides 


