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Editor’s Corner: Difficulties Documenting DOGE

Introduction

For many, the US Department of Government Efficiency, or
DOGE, is synonymous with President Donald Trump’s second
term—for good reason, as it featured heavily in the first months
of his presidency. State legislatures, especially in Republican
majority states, also launched their own versions of DOGE or
other “government efficiency” initiatives after DOGE’s estab-
lishment.! DOGE’s early prominence and large-scale slashing
of government resources makes both its dissolution and how
said dissolution was announced initially puzzling.

On November 23, 2025, Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) Director Scott Kupor’s announced that DOGE no longer
exists—Ilater clarifying via social media that it no longer exists
as an independent agency.” As of November 25, 2025, there has
been no formal announcement or press release from OPM or any
other government entity regarding DOGE’s status or why it has
been dissolved eight months early. These actions taken in larger
context, however, are not surprising at all. From the beginning,
information related to DOGE has vacillated between that which
is documented formally and clearly via the government and that
which is informally documented in the press and social media,
if documented at all.

Given the immediate and yet unknown long-term conse-
quences of DOGE’s work and similar, continuing efforts in
federal and state governments under the auspices of “government
efficiency,” being able to locate information about this short-lived
entity will likely continue to be important. This editorial seeks to
provide a short overview of government information related to
DOGE and its efforts as of December 2025. It is not, and does
not try to be, comprehensive but instead acts as a starting point
for future, more in-depth research. Numerous journal articles
examining DOGE have been published as well but will not be
discussed in this editorial.? Likewise, several excellent resources
tracking and discussing DOGE’s impacts exist but will not be
discussed in this editorial.?

Timeline

The New York Times published two articles in February 2025
based on interviews with over 60 individuals that helps with
understanding the origins of DOGE and Trump’s Elon
Musk’s, and other key players roles therein.” For the purposes
of this editorial, I will highlight only that efforts began prior to
Trump’s election and inauguration with a small circle of indi-
viduals, with the intent of implementing changes quickly after

Trump’s inauguration.
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In January 2025, Trump signed Executive Order (Exec. Order)
No. 14158, which established DOGE.® Specifically, it reorganized
and renamed the US Digital Service (USDS) into DOGE; estab-
lished the DOGE Service Temporary Organization (USDSTO)
to advance DOGE’s agenda until July 4, 2026; and directed
all agency heads to establish DOGE teams to coordinate with
DOGE and advise the agency head on implementing DOGE’s
agenda.” Elon Musk began working as the head of DOGE in
January, with the White House confirming his position as a
“special employee” in early February 2025 via a CSPAN clip.®
No formal appointment documentation or press release exists, to
my knowledge. DOGE’s website also launched in January 2025.

In February 2025, Trump signed Exec. Order No. 14210, No.
14219, and No. 14222, which implemented DOGE’s Workforce
Optimization Initiative, Deregulatory Initiative, and Cost Effi-
ciency Initiative, respectively.10 Also in February 2025, several
senators and representatives expressed concerns regarding Musk’s
role with DOGE via letters to various government administrators
and agencies and a factsheet."

In March 2025, Representative Connolly wrote a letter to
Amy Gleason, acting administrator of DOGE, discussing lack
of transparency and conflicts of interest in DOGE, as well as
requesting information.'> The House Committee on the Budget
also released a fact sheet titled 7he So-Called “DOGE” that pro-
vides some key details about DOGE’s creation and management,
as well as overviews of key ethical concerns."

In April 2025, several members of Congress signed a letter
to Trump reminding him that Musk must be removed from his
government position by May 30. The letter also detailed how
Musk’s actions as a special government employee (SGE) harmed
Americans while he profited." The US Homeland Security Gov-
ernment Affairs (HSGAC) Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations Minority Staff released a memo titled Caleulating Risk:
Estimating the Legal Liability Elon Musk May Avoid Through His
Government Takeover, which summarizes complaints against
Musk’s interests unresolved prior to his becoming an SGE, as
well as Musk’s conflicts of interest and benefits since becoming
a SGE.”

In May 2025, Musk left his position with DOGE, which led
to a flurry of press coverage.16 However, the White House posted
only a short video and pictures from a press conference on May
30."” No formal documentation or press release regarding his
dismissal exists, to my knowledge.

In June 2025, Senator Warren’s office released a report titled
Special Interests over the Public Interest: Elon Musk’s 130 Days in



the Trump Administration, which summarizes actions taken to
that profited Musk, along with links to various sources.'®

In August 2025, Senator Warren, Representative Garcia, and
Senator Blumenthal wrote a letter about continued concerns over
DOGE'’s role in the federal government, including embedding
DOGE employees in key government agency positions and that
such efforts are likely illegal.”

In September 2025, the HSGAC Minority Staff released
a report titled Unchecked and Unaccountable: How DOGE
Jeopardizes Americans’ Data Without Regard for Law and
Congress.*

Finally, in November 2025, DOGE’s dissolution was
announced, as mentioned previously. As a result, several news
stories were published discussing the event, though again nothing

formal from the government was released, to my knowledge.”'

Related Entities

In this section, 1 will briefly introduce two entities related
to DOGE that may be of interest. First, the Subcommittee
on Delivering on Government Efficiency was established in
the HSGAC. This Subcommittee held several congressional
hearings in 2025.”> As of February 2026, the subcommittee
remains active. Second, the Congressional DOGE Caucus was
established in early 2025, though by mid-2025 it seems to have
stagnated. As of February 2026, however, the caucus continues
to exist.”

Conclusion

Though this editorial attempts primarily to provide an over-
view of government resources related to DOGE, it also high-
lights two larger, disturbing trends in government information
during Trump’s second presidential term. First, critical govern-
ment information that impacts decisions with widespread con-
sequences is not shared directly or transparently—within the
federal government or outside of it. Second, the information the
government releases regarding its decisions is often politicized,
if not propagandized, heavy on style while light on credible,
verifiable substance. These features, in turn, make it difficult to
understand and trust said information, much less act on it or
preserve it. Most chilling, these features and their impacts are
not accidental; they are acting as designed. Neither contempo-
rary stakeholders nor future researchers should shy away from
that knowledge.

The views expressed in this editorial are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Government Documents

Round Table (GODORT), the American Library Association
(ALA), Lamar University, or any other entity.
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