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From the Chair

Where and How to Search
CGP: https://catalog.gpo.gov/
The CGP includes information on laws, Congressional Hear-
ings and actual publications in other languages. 

USA.gov: https://www.usa.gov/es/ (Spanish)  
https://www.usa.gov/ (English) 
The Spanish version of USA.gov allows for direct searching 
using Spanish terms and will result in Spanish language infor-
mation from various agencies and state governments. The Eng-
lish language internet site allows for searching of nutrition and 
related topics with the phrasing “in other languages.”

MedlinePlus: https://medlineplus.gov/ 
A search in MedlinePlus reveals multiple resources in a variety 
of languages for our users. 

PubMed: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 
Science.gov: https://www.science.gov/index.html
Both PubMed and Science.gov offer scholarly research infor-
mation on the topic of nutrition, and both offer some interna-
tional-level resources as well. 

Keywords that were useful in my search were nutrition, 
nutrition in other languages, direct search in Spanish, food 
desert, immigrants, and nutrition, diet and nutrition, diet and 
culture, and diet and immigrants. If your library has users who 
need nutritional information in other languages, start with 
these resources and then continue to a more in-depth search. 

Jane Canfield (jcanfield@pucpr.edu), Pontifical Catholic 
University of Puerto Rico.
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FEATURE

The historic Mississippi Delta is home of the blues, Fan-
nie Lou Hamer, and Delta State University (DSU). In 

the tightly knit agricultural town of Cleveland, DSU, whose 
unofficial mascot is the Fighting Okra, is a public university 
in the heart of the Mississippi Delta. It is here that DSU’s 
Roberts-LaForge Library houses a mid-sized collection of US 
government documents and provides access to online US gov-
ernment resources. The library is a selective depository library 
that receives about 40 percent of the United States government 
documents that are issued in tangible formats by the US Fed-
eral Depository Library Program (FDLP). Also, DSU’s library 
is the only US government documents depository library in the 
Delta region of Mississippi.

Founded in 1924, DSU is one of two public universities in 
the vast Mississippi Delta region. As is often the case in rural 
areas, this institution of higher learning is, and has been, an 
integral part of the people’s lives in its home county, Bolivar 
County, and beyond. Before the Digital Age, DSU’s library 
was one of the few places where the public, in addition to the 
students, faculty, and staff of DSU, could exercise their rights 
to access government documents on diverse topics such as 
civil rights and voting rights. The library officially became a 
US government documents depository library in 1975, about 
a decade after the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. These historically significant 
events are reflected in the titles of some of the library’s US gov-
ernment documents, such as “School Desegregation in Green-
ville, Mississippi: A Staff Report of the United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights” (published in 1977).1 Other relevant 
US government documents in the library include “Twenty 
Years After Brown: A Report of the United States Commis-
sion on Civil Rights” (published circa 1977), “Consultations 
on the Affirmative Action Statement of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights” (published in 1981), and the “’Voting Assis-
tance Guide, 90–91.”2 

Those titles, which are still part of the government docu-
ments collection of the library, demonstrate the efforts put forth 
by the US Commission on Civil Rights and other federal gov-
ernmental groups to disseminate vitally important information 
to American citizens during the Print Age of the late-twentieth 
centure by way of the US Government Publishing Office’s des-
ignated depositories. To that end, the purpose of this paper is 
to discuss how the Roberts-LaForge Library at DSU became a 
US government documents depository library and to discuss 
patron usage of the library’s US government documents and 
resources.

History
In July 1975, the Director of Library Services at the time, Dr. 
Rush Miller, sent an official letter to the US Superintendent of 
Documents Office. In that letter, he requested that the W.B. 
Roberts Library, as it was then called, become a US govern-
ment documents depository library. Mr. David Bowen, the US 
Representative for District 2 in Mississippi at the time, had 
made Dr. Miller aware of his eligibility to apply for the status 
of government documents depository for the library.3 When 
Dr. Miller applied for the depository status, he submitted some 
statements of justification for the library to become a deposi-
tory library, such as the “ tremendous expansion in its enroll-
ment and programs during the past few years.”4 In October 
1975, the Assistant Public Printer for the Superintendent of 
Documents C. A. LaBarre mailed a letter to Dr. Miller inform-
ing him that the library had qualified as an official deposi-
tory.5 An acceptance of designation form was enclosed with 
the letter. After Dr. Miller signed that form and mailed it back 
to LaBarre, who countersigned the form, the library became 
a depository for receiving US government documents.6 The 
news of this significant milestone for the library was noted in 
the news, including in the Jackson, Mississippi newspaper The 
Clarion Ledger Jackson Daily News.7 It should also be noted 
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that the milestone for the library happened about one 
year after another milestone occurred for DSU. In 1974, 
DSU officially had its name changed from Delta State 
College to Delta State University. The name change of 
the DSU Library occurred much later in 2003, when its 
name changed from W. B. Roberts Library to Roberts-
LaForge Library.

At the time that the DSU Library became a US 
government documents depository library, DSU’s home 
county, Bolivar County, had a population in which Afri-
can Americans were a majority. According to the USA 
Facts website, in 1970 the African American community 
was at 61.4 percent, the white population was at 38.1 
percent and the remaining population under the “other” 
category was 0.5 percent. By 1980, 62.4 percent of the coun-
ty’s population was African American, 37.2 percent identified 
as white, with 0.4 percent of the remaining inhabitants being 
classified as “other.” The total population of Bolivar County in 
1970 was 49,500 versus 45,837 in 1980, reflecting a population 
decline of 7.4 percent. In 2020, the total population of Bolivar 
County was 30,849. African Americans have continued to be 
a majority of Bolivar County’s population. The African Ameri-
can population consisted of 64.4 percent, white residents were 
33.6 percent of the population, with the remaining inhabitants 
in “other” categories.8 

Government Documents:  
Resources and Usage
The tangible US government documents in DSU’s library 
include over 26,000 government documents in various formats 
(books, booklets, posters, flyers, and pamphlets). They also 
include over 1,500 CD-ROMS, over 200 DVDs, and fifty-six 
rows of microfiche slides in file cabinets. In addition to tangible 
US government documents, the library also has over 50,000 
online US government documents available in full text in the 
online catalog and access to many US government websites on 
the library’s Government Documents website. DSU and non-
DSU patrons can come into the library and use the US gov-
ernment documents in all formats, and they can receive help 
from reference librarians in finding and using government doc-
uments. Many tangible government documents can be checked 
out by DSU and non-DSU patrons for seven days. Those that 
cannot be checked out can be used in the library when it is 
open. Online government documents and resources can be 
accessed by all patrons. 

Mike Emerson, one of the authors of this paper, pro-
vided usage data about the government documents. Usage 
data includes the total number of times particular government 

documents were checked out during the time period 2002–
2019 and the dates of latest activities of government documents 
during that time period. This time period was selected because 
it begins when the library migrated to a new integrated library 
system (ILS) and ends just before the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. Records brought over from the older ILS lacked the 
granularity the authors wished to analyze that necessitated the 
use of records that were created in 2002 or after. The pandemic 
caused such chaos with the library’s circulation counts that it 
was decided to not use records from 2020–2022 to prevent the 
historical event from skewing results. 

The latest activities of those government documents include 
all types of activities: items being checked out, items being 
checked back in, a patron being billed for an overdue item, 
and an item being transferred to another library for an interli-
brary loan request. In the time period 2002–2019, 202 of the 
library’s government documents were checked out by patrons. 
The authors do not have data for any government documents 
check outs that occurred after 2019. Table 1 includes the titles 
of the top ten checked-out US government documents, the 
numbers of times the documents were checked out between 
2002–2019 and the dates of those documents’ latest activities.

There are a substantial number of the library’s govern-
ment documents that were checked out in the 2002–2019 time 
period, but do not appear in table 1—each of those government 

Table 1: DSU Library’s Top Ten Checked Out US Government Documents

Title of Government Document
No. of 

Checkouts
Latest 

Activity

Violence in the Media 7 2/17/2014

No Child Left Behind: A Toolkit for Teachers 6 9/9/2008

Research-Based Web Design & Usability Guidelines 6 4/29/2012

Violence Against Women 6 4/27/2004

Predictors of Youth Violence 6 12/5/2007

The Youth Gangs, Drugs, and Violence Connection 6 12/5/2007

Children’s Exposure to Violence: The Safe Start Initiative 6 4/27/2004

What You Need to Know About Prostate Cancer 5 3/12/2007

Violent Neighborhood, Violent Kids 5 12/5/2007

The Youth Gang Drug Trafficking 5 12/5/2007

Table 2: Other US Government Documents Checked Out

No. of Checkouts

No. of Government Docu-
ments Checked Out Speci-

fied Number of Times

4 8

3 24

2 28

1 132
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documents were checked out one to four times. Table 2 pro-
vides data for these government documents regarding the 
number of checkouts during the 2002–2019 time period and 
shows many government documents were checked out one to 
four times.

Table 3 lists the names of various US government depart-
ments and other groups and the numbers of the library’s US 
government documents from those departments that were 
checked out 2002–2019. 

In addition to usage statistics for the library’s tangible gov-
ernment documents, it is also helpful to explore the usage of the 
library’s government documents website. Thanks to the Google 
Analytics program that the DSU Library uses, the authors were 
able to capture some data regarding recent usage of webpages 
of the government documents website, such as the number of 
views. The government documents website includes the home 
page, federal documents webpages, one state documents web-
page, and webpages containing library policies regarding its 
government documents. Table 4 contains the titles of visited 
webpages of the library’s government documents website from 

September 19, 2022–September 19, 2023. The table also pro-
vides the following data for each webpage: number of views, 
number of unique users, views per user, and average engage-
ment time. It should be noted that table 4 excludes the web-
page for Mississippi government documents, since the scope of 
this paper is limited to US government documents. 

Conclusion
This paper ends as it started: as a record of the contributions 
that the selected US government documents collection at the 
Roberts-LaForge Library has made in print and electroni-
cally to both DSU and the larger community. Significantly, 
the collection’s founding occurred in the wake of the Civil 
Rights Movement, in which civil rights activists from Missis-
sippi played a pivotal role. When there was not the convenience 
of 24/7 online access to vitally important public information, 
DSU’s mid-sized depository provided the physical informa-
tion that the students, faculty, staff, and the local community 
needed. Its establishment as a collection was visionary, timely, 
and a true gift to the Mississippi Delta.

Table 3: US Government Departments/Groups and Check Outs

US Government Departments/Groups

No. of Documents 
from Department/

Group Checked Out

Justice Department 59

Health and Human Services Department 45

Education Department and Congress 16 (each group)

Transportation Department 11

Defense Department 7

Interior Department and the Executive Office of the President 6 (each group)

Environmental Protection Agency, Homeland Security Department, and the President of the United States 4 (each group)

Labor Department, Agriculture Department, Commerce Department, Smithsonian Institution, and the Census Bureau 3 (each group)

Energy Department and the Social Security Administration 2 (each group)

Civil Rights Commission, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), National Archives and 
Records Administration, Government Publishing Office, Library of Congress, and the Geological Survey

1 (each group)

Table 4: Library’s Government Documents Website Usage

Webpage Title Views Users Views Per User
Ave. Engagement 

Time (Seconds)

Government Documents (Home Page) 32 14 2.29 123

Finding Statistics (US gov docs) 28 17 1.65 37

Locating Government Information (US gov docs) 7 4 1.75 11

Popular Government Resources (US gov docs) 7 4 1.75 20

Circulation of Government Documents (Library Policy) 35 30 1.66 110

Depository Access Policy (Library Policy) 4 3 1.33 174

Government Information in Electronic Formats (Library Policy) 4 3 1.33 767
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