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From the Chair
Kian Flynn 

The last time I was in Chicago, a chapter of my life had 
just ended. I had just graduated from Carleton College 

in Northfield, MN, and took a summer road trip with family 
south and east from the Carleton campus to the Windy City. 
We caught a Cubs game at the iconic Wrigley Field, watched 
the July 4th fireworks over Navy Pier, and posed for photos 
under the Bean. As I basked in a glorious Chicago summer 
week, I wasn’t sure what the next chapter of my life would be. 
Applying for library school was still a year away.

I look forward to returning to Chicago this month, over 
ten years later, at the closing of another chapter of my profes-
sional life. It has been a true honor to serve as the Chair of the 
Government Documents Round Table over the past year. It has 
been a pleasure working with my colleagues on the GODORT 
Steering Committee, promoting GODORT and our services to 
the broader association and membership, and thinking about 
how we can continue to be instrumental in promoting access to 
government information in libraries.

Though my year as Chair will be coming to a close in Chi-
cago, I won’t be going anywhere, and I look forward to con-
tributing in the future to GODORT. I know I’ll be leaving the 
chairship in the capable hands of Benjamin Aldred.

But before I pass on the gavel, we have a busy and excit-
ing month ahead of us. First, we hope to see you all at the vir-
tual GODORT meetings (https://godort.libguides.com/2023 
annual) that will be taking place the week before the ALA 
Annual Conference in Chicago. These meetings are a great 
opportunity for old and new members alike to get up to speed 
on what is happening in GODORT.

The week after, we hope you will join us in Chicago for 
an exciting weekend of events. GODORT has a nice mix of 
educational programming, social events, and celebrations lined 
up to supplement the many other great programs on tap at the 
conference. A few highlights:

1. GODORT will be sponsoring three different programs at 
Annual, all three highlighting Chicago libraries and col-
lections: Chicago Data in Action with PPIRS, Advocacy 
Stories from Chicago Libraries (GODORT Chair’s Pro-
gram), and Revealing Chicago’s Planning Past Digitally 
with MAGIRT

2. GODORT’s five ALA Emerging Leaders—Jennifer Cas-
tle, Laura Tadena, Kelly Bilz, Amanda He, and Hale 
Polebaum-Freeman—will be presenting their work on 
the GODORT Library Communities Vote project at the 
Emerging Leaders poster session

3. GODORT will celebrate our Award recipients at our 
Awards Reception on Sunday night (June 25th) at the 
Glessner House. Join us for light refreshments and a toast 
to our award-winning colleagues: Stephen Hayes, Nia 
Rodgers, Marie Concannon, Mary Sine Clark, Ben Amata, 
James Church, Kay Cassell, and Kathryn Tallman.

In order for GODORT to continue offering these types of 
programs and events, we encourage you to consider donating 
to GODORT this summer or bidding in our GODORT Silent 
Auction sponsored by Readex for vacation rentals in Vermont 
and Florida.

As we come to the end of the ’22–’23 GODORT year, 
I also would like to thank all of our committee chairs and 
members for their contributions to GODORT this year. I look 
forward to toasting your accomplishments in Chicago. If you 
haven’t already, I highly encourage you to consider volunteering 
for service on a committee this year and keeping the great work 
of GODORT moving forward. 

Kian Flynn (flynnk7@uw.edu), Geography and Global 
Studies Librarian, University of Washington. 

Summer in Chicago
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Jesse Silva

J esse Silva has long been a familiar face at FDLP conferences. 
He is the Scholarly Resources Strategy and Federal Govern-

ment Information Librarian at the UC Berkeley Library, a posi-
tion he has held for about four years. He is responsible for pol-
icy development, implementation, and budgeting for scholarly 
resources and collections. Jesse has been at Berkeley for about 
sixteen years and, in his previous position, had liaison respon-
sibilities for legal studies, political science, and public policy in 
addition to federal government information. 

A native Californian, Jesse attended UC Santa Cruz, where 
he worked as a student assistant in the library. After graduating 
in 2000, he took a staff position in the government documents 
department. Jesse explained, “When September 11 happened, 
it was really interesting to see the dialogue on Govdoc-l about 
scrubbing of websites and information being removed, and 
that’s what motivated me to go to library school.” While work-
ing on his MLIS degree at San Jose State University, he moved 
to San Francisco. He accepted a job as a government documents 
cataloger at San Jose State, which gave him a completely differ-
ent perspective on the field. 

Jesse cited the Census Bureau publication Measuring Amer-
ica as a favorite resource.³ “It really shows our history in terms 
of race, gender, and how we classify and count people,” he 
explained. He also identified the classic United States Govern-
ment Publications by Boyd and Rips, which he learned about 
from Andrea Sevetson, as “a great resource that has helped me 
to answer so many questions and learn about the publishing 
history of many documents.”⁴ 

Jesse’s job as a government information librarian led him to 
work on a particularly meaningful project on LGBTQ history. 
It began when Jesse did a presentation with Kelly Smith of UC 
San Diego about LGBTQ history in government documents 
at the 2016 Depository Library Conference (an updated ver-
sion of the presentation was done in 2018).¹ Jesse repeated the 
presentation at UC Berkeley, where colleagues were inspired to 
work with him to create a major exhibit in the Brown Gallery 
at Doe Library, “We’re Here, We’re Queer, We’re in the Pub-
lic Record,” that showcased government documents related to 
LGBTQ history. What Jesse found especially moving was see-
ing what viewers had written in the comment books, some of 
which can be read in the Library’s annual report.² 

Jesse’s research on the LGBTQ History Project inspired 
him to embark on a much larger project to research the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act of 1952 (McCarran-Walter Act, 

P.L. 82-414), which among other things, explicitly prevented 
homosexuals from immigrating to the US. Jesse was awarded 
funding from UC to research the act’s legislative history at the 
National Archives. He will also visit the Library of Congress 
to explore Representative Francis Walter’s political papers and 
travel to the University of Nevada at Reno to review Senator 
Pat McCarran’s papers to learn what was going on behind the 
scenes when the law was passed. 

In addition to his research projects, Jesse shared another 
aspect of what he loves about his work: “The people! Everyone 
is very committed to the work that they’re doing.” He enjoys 
working with bright and motivated faculty and students at 
Berkeley. His job also gives him a great opportunity to learn 
what goes on in the government and to see how world events are 
reflected in government documents. He finds the recent devel-
opments related to the all-digital FDLP intriguing because, he 
explained, staff cuts and space reductions have necessitated the 
deselection of most print at his library. Consequently, Berkeley 
has gone from being an 80 percent tangible selective to being an 
80 percent digital selective. 

When asked what advice he would give to a newly-minted 
government information librarian, he recommended reading 
the Washington Post to learn about what goes on in Washing-
ton, DC. He encouraged librarians new to the field to reach 
out if they have questions because the government information 
community is very welcoming. He joked, “We’re all kind of 
weirdos in a sense!” 

Gwen Sinclair (gsinclai@hawaii.edu), Chair, 
Government Documents & Maps Department, 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Library.
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1. Jesse Silva and Kelly L. Smith, “We’re Here, We’re 

Queer, and We’re in the Public Record: Federal Govern-
ment Documents on the LGBT Movement” (webinar, 
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https://tinyurl.com/4w83r3ss.

2. University of California at Berkeley Library, “We In-
spire Conversation,” Annual Report FY 2017–18 (Berke-
ley: University of California at Berkeley Library, 2018), 
https://tinyurl.com/2wbfwywp.
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