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Jennifer Castle

Editor’s Corner

H ello, and happy new year! What a ride the first year as DttP 
editor has been. Let’s take a quick look at just a few of the 

major events:

 l GODORT celebrated its 50th anniversary.
 l January 3—The number of daily infections of COVID-19 

exceeded one million for the first time since the start of 
the pandemic.1

 l February 24—Russia launched a military invasion of 
Ukraine.2

 l March 29—President Joe Biden signed the Emmett Till 
Antilynching Act into law, making lynching a federal 
crime.3

 l April 7—Ketanji Brown Jackson became the first Black 
woman confirmed as a Supreme Court Justice in a 53–47 
vote.4

 l May 2—The first version of a draft opinion by the 
Supreme Court of the United States was leaked. Written 
for the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion, Justice Samuel Alito wrote a majority opinion over-
turning the landmark decisions in the cases of both Roe 
v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which would 
remove constitutional protections for abortion access.5

 l June 24—The Supreme Court ruled the Constitution of 
the United States does not confer a right to abortion, thus 
overruling the 1973 case Roe v. Wade and its related 1992 
case, Planned Parenthood v. Casey.6 

 l July 19—The House passed the Respect for Marriage 
Act, federally prohibiting discrimination against LGBT 
individuals and repealing the 1996 Defense of Marriage 
Act, which had banned federal recognition of same-sex 
marriage.7

 l August 12—The Department of Justice won its bid to 
unseal the search warrant against Donald Trump, reveal-
ing that the former president had stored documents 
regarding nuclear weapons at Mar-a-Lago. This prompted 
the Justice Department to place him under investiga-
tion for alleged violations of federal statutes such as the 
Espionage Act of 1917 and the Presidential Records Act of 
1978.8

 l September 14—Mortgage loans hit a nationwide average 
interest rate of six percent for the first time since 2008.9

 l October 13—The Social Security Administration 
announced an 8.1 percent cost of living adjustment—the 

largest since 1981—to begin in 2023, citing ongoing 
inflation.10

 l November 30—The House Democratic Caucus elected 
Hakeem Jeffries to be its leader in the 118th Congress; 
Jeffries is the first Black lawmaker to lead a party in 
Congress.11

 l December 22—The January 6 Committee released its full 
report on the attack on the Capitol.12

I’m also delighted to announce our new Advertising Coor-
dinator Joseph Yue and our new Book Reviews Editors Dana 
Piazzon and Brianne Hagen. We’re looking forward to their 
new and exciting contributions to Documents to the People!

Jennifer Castle (jcastle@tnstate.edu), Instruction and 
Engagement Librarian, Tennessee State University
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