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Editor’s Corner

I t often feels like 'm dragging myself across the finish line
of an academic year, but it honestly just feels so much worse
since the pandemic. I suspect many of you are also feeling some
level of exhaustion, so writing and publishing may not be a
priority. I get it, which is why D#P might seem a lictle light of
late. That being said, since GODORT is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year, and I thought it’d be worth taking a
look at early publications to see how far we've come. The old-
est issue available online is from November 1974, and I found
a piece written by Jaia Heymann, who was elected chair of the
Clearinghouse September 1974 through March 1975, and later
stepped into the role of editor in September 1976 and stayed
until June the next year." It’s quite funny and interesting that
some of the same problems D#zP was experiencing then are still
happening, including the need for content. I hope you take the
time to read her piece!

Something that’s had significant attention recently, and
rightfully so, is the Russian invasion of Ukraine. For those of us
who existed during the Cold War, this event may be particularly
stressful—our culture was permeated with references to espio-
nage and the threat of nuclear warfare. I remember watching
War Games, terrified how easily mutually assured destruction
could happen; my husband remembers being traumatized by
The Day After because of its depiction of a nuclear war between
the United State and the Soviet Union.

Russian President Vladimir Putin characterized the attack
as a “special military operation” to “perform peacekeeping func-
tions” in the eastern portion of Ukraine, which aimed to “demili-
tarize and denazify” the Kyiv government to “protect the people”
in the Donbas region, who he said have been “facing humilia-
tion and genocide” for eight years.” Two days before the invasion,
Russian formally recognized the separatist-controlled Donetsk
and Luhansk People’s Republics.’

In response, the United States imposed a round of sanc-
tions, just as it did in 2014 when Russia launched a military
intervention that resulted in the annexation of Crimea and
sparked the Donbas war, and continues to increase and expand
them as the war wages on.* The effectiveness of sanctions has
been debated since Russia hasn’t reversed any of its decisions,
has threatened neighboring Finland and Sweden with nuclear
weapons and hypersonic missiles if they join the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO), and has allegedly commie
ted war crimes.” Despite Putin’s public reasoning for liberat-
ing pro-Russian Ukrainians, it appears the real aim is to topple
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the pro-Western government and ensure the country doesn’t
become a member of NATO or the European Union.

With known efficacy, the US government has so far has
committed about $3.2 billion in security assistance, including
about $2.6 billion since the invasion through measures like the
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative (USAI) and the Presi-
dential Drawdown Authority (PDA).® Congress also passed a
$13.6 billion emergency aid package: the Ukraine Supplemental
Appropriations Act of 2022.” Russia has lost significant ground
in and around the capital city of Kyiv, and the northern front
since March. In a significant blow, the Moskva, flagship of the
Black Sea Fleet, was sunk.® While it’s too soon to tell which way
the invasion will ultimately go, it has caused a serious humani-
tarian and refugee crisis that has long-lasting and far-reaching
implications. As of March 16, it’s estimated 6.48 million peo-
ple have been displaced and 3.2 million are refugees—half of
them children.” The US Citizenship and Immigration Services
granted an 18-month temporary protection status for Ukrai-
nian nationals living in the United States, and has pledged to
provide refuge t0“100,000 Ukrainians and others flecing Rus-
sia’s aggression through the full range of legal pathways, includ-
ing the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program.”® At the time this
editorial was written, the invasion has been going on for more
than two months, and according to data recorded by the Ukrai-
nian prosecutor general’s office, approximately 4,000 civilians
have been killed and more than 4,000 injured as of April 24."

To end on a more positive note, festivities have been
scheduled for the 50th anniversary at the ALA conference this
month. While I’ll be unable to attend, I know a lot of plan-
ning went into making it special, so I hope much merriment is
had! For the fall issue, expect highlights and photos from the
celebration, and more fascinating pieces from the D##P vault.

Jennifer Castle (dttp.editor@gmail.com), Reference
and Government Documents Librarian, Tennessee State
University
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