











Milestones for Diversity in Children’s Li

2009—Margarita Engle 2014—We Need Diverse Books is estab-
wins a Newbery Honor lished. Much like the Council on Interracial

for The Surrender Tree:  Books fifty years earlier, it originated as a
Poems of Cuba’s Struggle coalition of authors, illustrators, and librar -
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for Freedom, becom- ians concerned about the lack of diversity
ing the first Latino/a to in books for children and teens. A savvy use
be recognized by the of social media has given the group wide
Newbery Committee. visibility and has kept the discussion of
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diversity going on a national level.

2010—Jerry Pinkney
becomes the second
African American art-
ist to win the Caldecott
Medal. Prior to winning
the award for The Lion
Jerry Pinkney & the Mouse, he had had

five Caldecott Honor
Books, tying with Maurice Sendak for the record number of
honors before winning the gold.

2015—For the first time since 1977,
both the Newbery and the Caldecott
Awards go to people of color. African
American Kwame Alexander wins the
Newbery Medal for The Crossover and
Asian American Dan Santat wins the
Caldecott Medal for The Adventures of
Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend.

San Francisco Snapshots

The 2015 ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco was
the site of numerous celebrations of diversity in children’s
literature. Here are photos from two of those events.

Pura Belpré Award winners and honorees were saluted at

a celebration on Sunday afternoon, June 28. Along with

heart-felt acceptance speeches by the authors and il-

lustrators, highlights included a vibrant performance by

Quenepas, a Bomba youth song and dance ensemble, ;

and book signings. Civil rights activist Sylvia Mendez, sub- (front row | to r) Lauren Castillo, Caldecott Honoree; Mary

. - . GrandPré, Caldecott Honoree; Dan Santat, Caldecott

ject of Duncan Tona‘FIUh s Belpré Honor BOOk_' Sepgrate Medalist; Jillian Tamaki, Caldecott Honoree; Yuyi Morales,

Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family's Fight for Caldecott Honoree. (back row | to r) Cece Bell, Newbery
Desegregation, also spoke to attendees. (See below.) Honoree; Kwame Alexander, Newbery Medalist; Donald Crews,
Wilder Medalist; Mariko Tamaki, author of This One Summer;
Melissa Sweet, Caldecott Honoree; Mac Barnett, author of
Sam & Dave Dig a Hole; and Jon Klassen, Caldecott Honoree.
(Not pictured: Jacqueline Woodson, Newbery Honoree.)

Librarians, children’s book creators, fans, and publishers
gathered again on Sunday evening for the 2015 New-
bery-Caldecott-Wilder Banquet. Speeches by Newbery
Medalist Kwame Alexander, Caldecott Medalist Dan
Santat, and Wilder Medalist Donald Crews highlighted
the evening and did not disappoint. The night conclud-
ed with a reception line where attendees were able to
chat with the winners and honorees. Before calling it a
night, the honored guests posed for a photo together.
(See above.)

Duncan Tonatiuh accepts an honor plaque for Separate Is
Never Equal with (I to r) Silvia Cisneros, 2014-15 REFORMA
president, Sylvia Mendez, and Ellen Riordan, 2014-15 ALSC
president.
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