President’s Address

Creating Stone Soup Together

AMY KOESTER

s I head into the final months of my term as your 2022-
A 2023 ALSC President, I find myself reflecting on all of the

activities that have taken place during my term and all
of the gifts fellow members have shared to make them possible.
You've got a sampling of those gifts in this and every issue of
Children and Libraries—articles from colleagues across the eco-
system of library service to children sharing effective practices,
exciting ideas, and words of encouragement and support for all of
us and the work we do each day. It is never lost on me that ALSC
is a member-driven association. Without the talents, time, and
commitment of our members, we would have very little to show
for ourselves as an association.

One of the responsibilities and privileges of being elected to
serve as ALSC President is appointing members to a wide range
of committees. That includes the many process committees that
do ongoing work around advocacy, continuing education, and
organizational support for our division. It also includes our pres-
tigious award and media evaluation committees.

My work with advisory groups to make committee appointments
has made it abundantly clear just how many talents, experiences,
and opportunities our many members are eager to share for the
betterment of our profession. And that’s just one of the myriad
ways members are involved in ALSC work every day.

There are also members who present at conferences and deliver
webinars and online courses; members who mentor newer pro-
fessionals, be it formally or informally; members who write
letters of recommendation and support so that their colleagues
may grow through new opportunities; members who share their
thoughts for ALSC'’s strategic planning; and so many more ways
members graciously share of themselves.
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One of the culminating events of my term will be the annual
Charlemae Rollins President’s Program, which will be held
Monday, June 26, at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. For
my program, I asked two dedicated members to coordinate a
panel on leadership in librarianship. The goal is a conversation
thatrecognizes and inspires all the ways that every library worker
serving youth is a leader. You can read more in an article by panel
member Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng elsewhere in this issue. Thank you
to planning co-chairs Amy Seto Forrester and Paula Holmes for
coordinating this upcoming event and for making this article
from a fabulous library leader something we can all experience.
Thank you for sharing your gifts.

All of this reflection on what ALSC members share every day, and
thinking about the leadership aptitude we all have inside us, has
got me thinking about one of my favorite folktales—“Stone Soup.”
I know that the moral of the story is intended to be that it’s pos-
sible to make and share something wonderful when everyone
contributes just a bit—and that moral definitely applies to many
aspects of the work of ALSC! But I also find myself thinking about
how in the story, there is no chef dictating a recipe, shaping what
the soup will turn out to be. Rather, the soup is a collective prod-
uct of the contributions of all the townspeople.
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I'm really liking that metaphor as I reflect on ALSC work. I may
have the privilege of serving as your president through June of
this year, but I'm not the chef; rather, we're building this soup
together, person by person and ingredient by ingredient, none
more or less vital than any other. That’s how I see our division’s
work now and into the future: what we ultimately create and share
is a product of what we each contribute as we are able, simply
because we have that contribution to share.

Registration O

ATTENDEES OF AASL 2023
WILL ENJOY:

» Programming rooted in the National
School Library Standards

« Three general session speakers
» More than 150 concurrent sessions

» Author panels covering both primary and
secondary learners

e Morethan 100 exhibitors

Let me extend a very big “thank you” to every ALSC member for
the contributions you share. Because of each of you, we do good
work in ways that would be so much harder (and likely less mean-
ingful) were we to go it alone. Thank you, thank you, thank you,
for adding what you can to our cooking pot. Together, we feast. &

Register online at
national.aasl.org

The earlier you register
the more you save!
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