Editor’s Note
CAL: The Perfect Marriage

By Sharon Verbeten

Fifteen years ago, when I was working
full-time as an editor in a small town in
Wisconsin, a library friend of mine passed
along a job opening to me. Seems ALSC was looking for an edi-
tor for its division magazine to be called Children and Libraries.
The friend, aware that I had a library degree, thought the job
seemed right up my alley.

While I was confident in my journalistic skills, it had been a few
years since I dusted off my library chops. Sure, I visited my local
library weekly and offered to help in any way possible, but the
last time I had worked professionally, we had card catalogs and
there was no such thing as Wi-Fi.

I figured I didn’t have much of a chance, but even though I was
happy as a writer and editor, I was looking to use my library
skills again. So I sent in my resume . . . and got an interview!

Fast forward to today. I know, time flies, but it really is true.
It was always my goal to make Children and Libraries more
than just a trade publication and journal of record for ALSC. I
wanted it to be filled with more than just board actions, depart-
ment news, and refereed articles—not that those aren’t impor-
tant, but I wanted CAL to be engaging as a good read as well.
And I hope we've accomplished that.

We've had outstanding theme issues relating to the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the Caldecott Medal, services to special
needs populations, the makerspace movement, and more.
We've featured articles by and about some literary greats,
including my personal favorite, David Wiesner.

I remember my first year, attending my first ALA conference,
worried about filling the magazine and nervous about making
contacts. But somehow, it all worked out, and attending these
conferences twice a year has been a highlight of my fifteen
years. One highlight was traveling to New Orleans in 2006,
which was memorable not only because it was our first confer-
ence post-Hurricane Katrina, but because I was pregnant with
my daughter, Holland (in the scorching summer Gulf Coast
heat!).

A second highlight was getting stranded a few years ago in
Chicago—just five hours from my home in Green Bay, but
unable to get back in a timely fashion due to the blizzard of the
decade!

I'm so proud to have made so many contacts and still enjoy
working with such a fine group of librarians. And, no, this isn’t
my swan-song editorial, although it may read that way!

I hope to continue to represent ALSC and produce CAL for as
many years as they’ll have me. Thanks for all your continued
support . . . and for indulging me my memories!

Children

the journal of the Association for
Library Service to Children

Libraries

Editor

Sharon Verbeten, De Pere, Wisconsin

Editorial Advisory Committee

Randall Enos, Chair, Middletown, New York

Sarah Park Dahlen, Maple Grove, Minnesota
Jeremiah Henderson, Rio Rancho, New Mexico

Judy Lasco, Chardon, Ohio
Rick Samuelson, Henrico, Virginia
Virginia Walter, Los Angeles, California
Nina Lindsay, ALSC President, Ex Officio, Oakland, California
Sharon Verbeten, Editor, Ex Officio, De Pere, Wisconsin

Executive Director
Aimee Strittmatter

Managing Editor

Laura Schulte-Cooper

Website

www.ala.org/alsc
Circulation

Children and Libraries (ISSN 1542-9806) is a refereed journal published four times per year by the
American Library Association (ALA), 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. It is the official publica-
tion of the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of ALA. Subscription
price: members of ALSC, $20 per year, included in membership dues; nonmembers, $50 per year
in the U.S.; $60 in Canada, Mexico, and other countries. Back issues within one year of current
issue, $15 each. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Children and Libraries, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611. Members send mailing labels or facsimile to Member Services, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611. Nonmember subscribers: Subscriptions, orders, changes of address, and inqui-
ries should be sent to Children and Libraries, Customer Service—Subscriptions, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611; 1-800-545-2433, press 5; fax: (312) 944-2641; e-mail: subscriptions@ala.org.

Statement of Purpose

Children and Libraries is the official journal of ALSC, a division of the American Library
Association. The journal primarily serves as a vehicle for continuing education of librarians
working with children, which showcases current scholarly research and practice in library ser-
vice to children. It also serves as a vehicle for communication to the ALSC membership, spot-
lighting significant activities and initiatives of the Association. (From the journal’s “Policies and
Procedures” document adopted by the ALSC board, April 2004, revised, 2014.)

Production
ALA Production Services: Chris Keech, Tim Clifford, Lauren Ehle, and Hannah Gribetz.

Advertising

Bill Spilman, Innovative Media Solutions, 320 W. Chestnut St., PO Box 399, Oneida, IL 61467;
1-877-878-3260 or (309) 483-6467; fax: (309) 483-2371; e-mail: bill@innovativemediasolutions

.com. The journal accepts advertising for goods or services of interest to the library profession

and librarians in service to youth in particular. It encourages advertising that informs readers and
provides clear communication between vendor and buyer. The journal adheres to ethical and com-
monly accepted advertising practices and reserves the right to reject any advertisement not suited
to the above purposes or not consistent with the aims and policies of ALA. Acceptance of advertis-
ing in the journal does not imply official endorsement by ALA of the products or services advertised.

Manuscripts

Manuscripts and letters pertaining to editorial content should be sent to Sharon Verbeten,
editor, 820 Spooner Ct., De Pere, WI 54115; (920) 339-2740; e-mail: CALeditor@yahoo.com.
Manuscripts will be sent out for review according to the journal’s established referee proce-
dures. See www.ala.org/alsc, “Communications & Publications” for author guidelines. If you are
interested in serving as a volunteer referee for manuscripts submitted to CAL, contact Editor
Sharon Verbeten at CALeditor@yahoo.com. More information about the referee process is avail-
able on the Web at the above address.

Indexing, Abstracting, and Microfilm

Children and Libraries is indexed in Library and Information Science Abstracts and in Library
Literature and Information Science.

Children and Libraries is indexed, abstracted, and available in full text through EBSCOhost.
For more information, contact EBSCO at 1-800-653-2726.

Children and Libraries is also available from ProQuest Information and Learning in one or more
of the following ways: online, via the ProQuest information service; microform; CD-ROM; and
via database licensing. For more information, call 1-800-521-0600, ext. 2888 or online at www
.il.proquest.com.

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National
Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI
739.48-1992.

Copyright © 2017 American Library Association

All materials in this journal subject to copyright by the American Library Association may be
photocopied for the noncommercial purpose of scientific or educational advancement granted
by Sections 107 and 108 of the Copyright Revision Act of 1976. For other photocopying, reprint-
ing, or translating, address requests to the ALA Office of Rights and Permissions.

Summer 2017 © Children and Libraries



